
Chapter 89 NAWCC 
September 21, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date and Location Our 5th meeting for 2019 was held on September 21st, 2019, at the Brunswick 
United Masonic Lodge #8.    Members arrived for coffee and conversation, and to look over the Mart 
items and interesting Show & Tell clocks.  At 12:30 lunch was served, including deli sandwiches, chips, 
drinks, etc. 
 
Call to Order, Attendees President Tim VonReyn called the business meeting to order, and self-
introductions were made around the room.  Treasurer Bruce DeLugo reported an average attendance of 
about 25 people.  Tim thanked Tim Martel for organizing the lunch buffet. 
 
Guests and New Members Marilyn Karl was our only guest this time, and no new members were 
present. 
 
Secretary’s Report Mark Beever was not able to be at this meeting, but the minutes from the May 
meeting were accepted as printed and mailed/e-mailed.   
The Summer Picnic had been well attended on August 10th at Phil & Mary Carthage’s house in Belfast, 
and many thanks were extended to them for their hospitality, hosting the picnic and giving tours of their 
home. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Announcements Ray Humphries offered some very nice words in memory of Chuck French, who 
passed away earlier this year.  A minute of silence was held on Chuck’s behalf. 
 
Long-time member Creighton Gogos and his wife Dorothy have moved to an assisted living facility.  A 
card was passed round for signatures and notes to let him know we are thinking of them. 
 
Phil Goodwin we understand has been having some memory issues, and a volunteer was sought to 
contact Phil. 
 
Upcoming Events A new set of Chapter 89 Clock Repair Workshops will start this fall at Paul 
Fournier’s shop in Scarborough. The first one will be October 19th as they begin a series on American 
time and strike brass ‘kitchen’ clock movements.  Please contact Paul for more info if you are interested. 
 
Old Business Work on the Portland street clock movement is progressing.  The owners of the Seth 
Thomas clock have decided to privately fund the project instead of organizing fund-raising publicity.  We 
are working with the owners and other organizations to get confirmation that the clock will remain on 
site in perpetuity. We have initial verbal confirmation from one of the owners. 
 
A sample Chapter 89 brochure has been drafted by Mark, and copies were made available at the 
National Convention in Springfield.   The brochure was briefly discussed at this meeting, with ideas 
about its distribution and uses for attracting new members.  Harry also suggested an ad be placed in the 
Maine Antiques Digest. 
 



 
New Business Tim proposed the idea of a new electronic meeting registration system where 
reservations could be set up via e-mail.  Pre-payment would not be necessary, but members signing up 
electronically would be required to pay ‘at the door’.   Initial response by members at the meeting was 
positive, and this system will be explained more fully at the next meeting, after some testing.   Members 
without e-mail and those wishing to continue using the printed form can still use the announcement, 
mailing it with a check to the Treasurer.  Please note – meal planning is disrupted both by surprise 
arrivals and by no-shows! 
 
We had received a request for input by some members of Chapter 8 and Chapter 87 about the idea of 
planning a New England Regional NAWCC Meeting.  They had hoped to involve all of the New England 
state chapters, and considerations involved finances and costs, choosing a site to rent, insurance, labor 
and volunteers, speakers, advertising, etc.  There was concern about a potential financial loss, and also 
whether there is really an unmet need for parts and supplies i.e. a successful Mart. 
 
50:50 Drawing The first prize picked was won by Mark vanLunen, and the number two ticket went to 
Tim Martel, who donated the dollars back to the Chapter. 
 
Show and Tell Dave Smith showed a nice miniature triple panel clock with wood works, a transitional 
shelf clock made by Treat & Bishop for sale by clock dealer George Mitchell. 
 
Warner Vaughn brought a unique Timby Solar Timepiece, dated 1865 to 1867, made in New York State. 
 
Harry Hepburn discussed two examples of Salem Bridge Connecticut weight-driven clocks he had 
recently acquired. One had a round brass movement and the other had an 8-day brass movement with 
rack and snail striking. 
 
Roger Karl displayed a beautiful US Navy deck clock that he had just finished restoring. 
 
Information Please none 
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Presentation Harry Hepburn’s program on Appraisal of Antiques focused on evaluating clocks in 
particular.  There are several ways to appraise items, and the approach depends on the needs of the 
owner.  In a retail setting, the value of an antique should represent the fair market value at the time.  
For auctions, this number would usually be adjusted down to a wholesale level where items would often 
be intended for re-sale.  An evaluation for probate court would require an assessment of taxable value.  
Finally, some owners may ask for an insurance valuation, and this would need to take into consideration 
the initial cost, plus appreciation.  The replacement cost may be high for rare items.  The insurance 
company may need to see justification and evidence for an insurance appraisal figure. 
 When evaluating clocks, there are many things that could give clues to age and originality.  Harry 
showed some examples of nails from different eras of manufacturing.  The type of wood used, and color 
and aging of exposed wood, and methods of sawing and joinery should be consistent and compatible 
with the stated age.   The quality of finish, the painting and decoration of tablets and dials can have a 
great influence on the value of a clock.  Other details to evaluate for originality include the dial, 
movement, hands, and finials.  If all of these are consistent and the overall condition is appropriate for 
the age, then a value can be assigned, but appraisal requires a lot of knowledge and experience. 
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