
Chapter 89 NAWCC 
March 16, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date and Location Our second meeting of this year was held on Saturday, March 16th, at the 
Brunswick United Masonic Lodge #8 cafeteria.  Members caught up on news during the social hour, and 
had a chance to look over the Mart table as well as a variety of interesting clocks being arranged for the 
program.  We also had a Silent Auction table to revive this part of the meetings, but there was just one 
item this time.  At noon everyone sat down to a buffet lunch of deli sandwiches, chips, and desserts. 
 
Call to Order, Attendees President Tim VonReyn opened the business meeting at 12:30 p.m. and 
started the self-introductions.   
 
Guests and New Members  There were 23 members and guests present; guests included Marilyn 
Karl and Margaret Bryant.  The group welcomed two new Chapter 89 members this time – Greg 
Saunders from Auburn, and Mike Brown from Oxford.   
 
Secretary’s Report The Secretary’s minutes from the January meeting were accepted as printed 
and mailed out.  Sam Ogilvie has been a great help in using the minutes to create the Highlights and 
submit them to the NAWCC for publication.  Mark reported that in the March Mart magazine we had 
some misprints and omissions in the Chapter 89 Highlights from November, and he has been in contact 
with the national office about it.    
 The Chapter has its own e-mail account, set up by Tim VonReyn, that could be used by future 
Chapter officers to efficiently contact the membership.  This is a g-mail account, nawcc89@gmail.com , 
and the name of the “owner” of the account (required by Google) is Thomas Seth.  So, if your e-mail 
system receives a message from “Thomas” or “Mr. Seth”, don’t delete it as junk – it might be Tim, Mark, 
or someone from the club! 
 
Treasurer’s Report Bruce reported that the current account balance is $ 4873.41, plus the deposits 
received today for the meeting.  He is compiling a list of members whose dues are paid up-to-date.  
Later this season, Bruce and Mark will work on updating the Chapter mailing list. 
 
Announcements 

1. Bruce DeLugo and Dave Smith put in a plug for the NAWCC National Meeting to be held in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, at the end of June.  Bruce said that he is familiar with the area, and 
he could help to get discounted hotel rooms in Enfield, Mass., about 20 minutes from the Big E 
building where the conference is to be held.  Please contact Bruce for more information.  They 
expect a huge Mart for Saturday and Sunday of the conference. 
 

2. Harry Hepburn announced that the Schmitt-Horan Auction Company (formerly R.O Schmitt) will 
have their spring auction on May 18th and 19th.  The same hotel in Manchester will host the 
auction, but the name has changed to a Hilton Doubletree. 

 
Upcoming Events April 20th will be the date for the next workshop session at Paul Fournier’s shop 
in Scarborough.  This workshop will focus on tooth replacement in the wood works movement.  Please 
contact Paul for more information:  scarboroughhollow@maine.rr.com . 
[ Correction:  the Workshop date was moved to April 27th due to the Easter weekend on the 20th/21st. ] 
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Old Business 

1. Tony Accardi has been working on a survey of program topics, and at the meeting passed 
around a list of potential upcoming meeting ideas.  The May 11th meeting will feature a program 
on Favorite Shop Tools from our members.  If anyone would like to bring a useful or unique item 
from home to show and discuss, please contact Tony at accardiaccardi@gmail.com . 

 
2. Tim VonReyn asked for more input on the idea of a different meeting site for later this year.  

Some ideas discussed included attending a Chapter 8 meeting and Mart, or a visit to a museum 
or historic site with horologic connections. 
 

3. Tim also gave an update on the Portland street clock project.  There has been a personnel 
change at Greater Portland Landmarks, but they recently got back on track with the owners of 
the clock.  They now have a Memo of Understanding with the owners, and a Preservation 
Easement has been drafted.  The owners are now planning to get a serious fundraising effort 
started this spring. 

 
50:50 Drawing In the raffle drawing, Sam Ogilvie won the first prize, and Margaret Bryant had the ticket 
for the second prize. 
 
Show and Tell 

1. To supplement the program talk on dials, Dave Smith brought three different Silas Hoadley dials 
to show some of the variations he has seen in the winding hole grommets.  The earliest ones 
were simple flat grommets.  Later the brass grommets had a rounded profile, and then there 
were some that had Hoadley’s name imprinted around the circumference of the brass. 

 
2. Harry Hepburn also displayed some tall clock dials;  his were from early Maine makers.  Paul 

Rogers was an early Quaker clockmaker from Berwick.  Reuben Brackett was an apprentice of 
Rogers, and later joined the Shaker colony at Sabbathday Lake.  Nathan Hamlen worked in 
Oxford, but later moved to Union.  Samuel Edwards was a clockmaker from the Ashby, MA, area 
who moved to Gorham, Maine.   
 

3. Bruce DeLugo showed a unique animated electric clock made by Handen Products of Chicago.  
This one was titled ‘Home Sweet Home’. 

 
Program 
 Jinny Mead’s presentation was called “What’s In A Face”.  She brought an impressive variety of 
early American clocks to provide examples of what we can learn by examining the dials.  
 Dial materials changed over time according to availability and cost.  Early dials were made of 
engraved brass, but the material was expensive to obtain.  Painted iron dials became common on tall 
clocks.   Painted square wooden dials were extensively used in the early 1800’s.  These usually had 
dovetailed strips on the rear for support to prevent warping and splitting.  Later dial backs were made of 
zinc in different shapes, either painted or covered with paper dials. 
 Decorations were often added to the dial to make it unique.  Spandrels painted or attached in 
the corners, extra designs or circles within the chapter ring, maker’s names and places, and even reverse 
painting or stencils on the door glass would enhance the dial appearance.  Jinny explained how the font 
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style, the placement, and even the width of the numerals can give an indication of the age of a dial.  
Some theories emerged on the ongoing question of “IIII” vs “IV” on Roman-numeraled dials. 
 The chapter ring includes the circle of numerals, lines within or outlining this circle, and any 
seconds marks or numbers.  Chauncey Jerome introduced the raised chapter ring on painted zinc dials 
around 1840. 
 Jinny showed several examples of the variation in the location of winding holes.  The placement 
above or below the 4 & 8 can often give an indication whether a clock runs 30 hours or 8 days, although 
there can be differences between wood works and brass movements.  Several unusual winding hole 
arrangements are found in Torrington and ‘groaner’ clocks (3 & 9), and in ‘upside down’ clocks (10 & 2).  
Also, clocks with alarm movements are found with alarm winding holes in many different locations. 
 The size and shape of the center cut-out in the dial can help to identify the age.  Early wood dials 
had a small opening only for the center arbor.  After the introduction of brass clock works, some center 
holes were enlarged to show the shiny brass, and some makers used a scalloped edge for decoration.  In 
clocks with an alarm movement, larger center holes were necessary for the setting dial. 
 Jinny distributed a hand-out to summarize the points of her informative presentation. 
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A Silas Hoadley painted wooden dial with colorful floral spandrels, thick bold Arabic numerals, an extra 
circle inside the chapter ring, a large center “show-off” hole, and winding holes high above the 4 & 8 
marks, lined with flat brass grommets. 


