
Chapter 89 NAWCC 
Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2017 
 
Date and Location Our fourth meeting, the summer picnic scheduled for July, had to be cancelled due to electrical 
problems at the Martel’s camp.  Our fifth scheduled meeting was held on Saturday, September 16th, 2017, at the United 
Masonic Lodge #8 in Brunswick. 
 
Call to Order, Attendees We had twenty-seven members and guests register for the meeting.  There was an 
interesting variety of clocks for sale in the mart as well as an antique bench-top drill press, and members had a chance 
to catch up on news during the coffee hour.  Mary and the kitchen volunteers were not able to be there ahead of time 
for the meal preparation, so Tim Martel arranged for a selection of sandwiches, chips, desserts, etc. from a local deli. 
After lunch, President Harry Hepburn called the business meeting to order at 12:35 pm. 
 
Guests and New Members It was nice to see several spouses and guests, including Bonnie Wynne, Sue Cormier, 
and Marilyn Karl.  Tom Zimmerman brought two guests who have now joined the Chapter as new members - Andrew 
Towne and David Leiper from New Hampshire.  Welcome!   
We were also glad to see Nan & Tom Vance who are now back at home. 
 
Secretary’s Report The Secretary’s minutes from the May meeting were accepted as printed and mailed or e-
mailed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report Bruce reported that prior to the meeting the account balance was $5384.10, and after recent 
expenses the current balance is $4720.78.  He has some new payments still to be deposited.  The Treasurer’s report was 
accepted. 
 
Announcements Harry brought up some ideas for the Chapter to discuss.   

a. He had asked Phil Carthage, who has been very helpful in taking photos to document our meetings, if Phil would 
start taking and collecting individual pictures of all the members.   

b. If anyone has older pictures from Chapter meetings and activities, Phil would be glad to scan them for posterity 
and return them to you. 

c. Harry mentioned that he would like to have any Chapter picture in every issue of the Mart in the Highlights.  He 
would also like to have Chapter programs and activities reported in other local publications such as the Maine 
Antique Digest for club publicity. 

d. Tim Martel will organize a Fellowship Committee to have a greeter at the entrance for each meeting. 
e. Dave Smith spoke for the Nominating Committee about the upcoming Annual Meeting and Election in 

November.  We need more members to step up into officer positions.  Mark will send out descriptions of the 
officer positions along with the minutes, so that everyone will have knowledge of the duties expected.  [ 
Secretary’s note:  I sent a copy of the latest By-Laws to everyone in the spring of 2017 – if you can’t find it or 
would like another, please let me know.  I will attach an excerpt with the minutes to list the officer duties.] 

 
Upcoming Events Harry reported briefly on the next R.O. Schmitt auction scheduled for October 22nd – he said 
there appears to be many lots of clock + watch tools and more watches than usual coming up for sale. 
 
Old Business Paul Fournier discussed the workshop series.  These were to start up in October, but the third Saturday 
interferes with the Schmitt auction.  The next workshop will therefore be moved up to the 14th, and will start covering 
cuckoo clocks.  Other possible topics for later include bushings, pivots, wooden works, and ‘open bench’ trouble-
shooting sessions. 
Paul has moved his workshop into a different building on Route 1 in Scarborough, and there is more space for setting up 
tools and work areas.  He would be able to start the classes earlier and would have more equipment available if he held 
the workshops at his business, instead of packing up and carrying things to the Masonic Lodge.  Even though there 
would be greater travelling distance for a number of members, the advantages seem to outweigh this.   Bruce will look 
into our insurance coverage to see if we would be covered to hold the workshops there instead of in Brunswick. 



 
New Business Harry described some changes that he would like to see for the Annual Auction at our November 
meeting, hoping to keep it fun, fair, and inclusive for everyone.  The specific goals will be for all sellers to keep track of 
who buys their items, and for all buyers to take responsibility for paying for their items.  The Secretary and Treasurer will 
keep track of only those items sold by the auction workers and those donated for the benefit of the Chapter. 
November 18th is the date to remember for the Annual Meeting, Elections, and Auction. 
 
50:50 Drawing Sam Ogilvie won the first drawing in the 50:50 raffle, and Tim Martel had the second ticket. 
 
Show and Tell Paul Cormier brought his Monarch master clock (running on a test stand!) to show his restoration 
progress since the May meeting when the movement was largely unknown.  He had learned more about the clock from 
contacts on the Message Board.  He made a crutch and soldered it in place, added a brass beat adjustment block with 
two adjusting screws, and fitted a Seth Thomas pendulum with wood rod.  The movement now runs with a once-a-
minute impulse from a transformer.  Case work is next. 
 
Presentation Harry presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Tom Zimmerman for his program talk on wood lathe 
techniques and shop tips. 
 
Program New member Andrew Towne gave a talk about clock pivot work.  He has been working with Tom 
Zimmerman, and they had been trying to improve the outcome of pivot polishing.  Andrew brought some examples of 
arbors with extremely poor pivot condition, with bending, rust, and wear marks presenting challenges.  He said they 
have been able to achieve better polish by using successive grits of files and buff sticks from 600 to 900 to 1200 grit, 
then switching to a hard Arkansas stone.  The final conditioning comes from a burnisher with more pressure.  In order to 
safely apply the burnisher under pressure, Andrew and Tom created an inverted brass V-block, held across the lathe bed 
on the tool rest post, the “V” of which fits over the arbor being driven in the lathe.  With the top support on the arbor, 
more pressure can be applied to the tool from underneath the pivot, and the operator can see the pivot on top. 



 
 
A second talk was presented by Roger Karl.  He had a well-used and worn brass dial from a Seth Thomas Navy lever 
escapement clock that he was restoring.  The dial had virtually no numerals or markings left, and little silver coating 
remained.  Roger had seen an article about using polyester drafting film to create dials, and realized that he had a good 
supply of the film available.  This film, also called adhesive copier film, or drafting applique film, is photo-copy-able, 
translucent, and has a clear matte finish.   
Roger located a picture of his clock and made a diagram of the dial markings of the correct size for his dial plate.  He 
copied this onto the polyester film, peeled the backing off, and applied it to his cleaned disk, and was pleased with the 
result.    
 

 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Mark Beever, Secretary 
All photos by Phil Carthage 
 
 


