
Chapter 89 NAWCC 
May 20, 2017 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date and Location Our third meeting of 2017 was held on May 20, 2017, at the Brunswick United 
Masonic Lodge #8.   
 
Call to Order, Attendees Twenty eight members and guests were present for a delicious ham 
dinner prepared and served by the Lodge volunteers.  After lunch President Harry Hepburn presided 
over a brief business meeting. 
 
Guests and New Members Guests this time included Stu and Karen Lord from Conway, New 
Hampshire, Don Peach from Lincoln, Maine, and we also welcomed Paul and Sue Cormier from 
Shapleigh, Maine. 
 
Secretary’s Report The minutes from the March meeting were accepted as printed and Mark had 
mailed or e-mailed to the membership. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  Bruce could not stay for the meeting, but left information that our current bank 
balance is approximately $ 4629. 
 
Announcements Harry gave a brief summary of the recent two-day Schmitt auction in 
Manchester NH.  He felt that Chapter 89 was very well represented in the audience, especially on that 
Saturday.  It seems that clock prices are starting to increase again, as many lots were bid up and sold for 
prices higher than the estimates.  Harry is already looking forward to the next auction on October 22nd. 
 
Upcoming Events Tim and Bev Martel have graciously offered to host our Summer Picnic again 
this year at their camp in Lyman.  This is tentatively planned for the last Saturday in July. 
 
Old Business none 
New Business none 
 
50:50 Drawing  First prize in the 50:50  drawing was won by  { I need some help in completing 
this part of the minutes! }         and the second ticket was won by Tony Accardi.   
Dave Smith and Jim Lea encouraged anyone to put in bids on the jar of clock chain, estimating the length 
of the miscellaneous chain pieces in the jar, for $1 per guess.  This will be an ongoing contest with no 
limit on bids per person, with the answer and winner to be announced at the Fall Chapter Auction. 
 
Show and Tell Paul Cormier brought an electromechanical movement for help with identification, but 
there were no markings on the plates, so the group was stumped.  (Secretary’s Note:  Paul reported that 
he later posted an inquiry on the NAWCC Message Board and heard back from someone who has a 
similar movement.  It is thought to be from a master clock made by the Monarch Telephone Company 
from the Chicago area, perhaps in the early 1900’s.  It is described as having an open dial with a chapter 
ring and a center opening similar to a skeleton clock.  Paul is trying to obtain the correct pendulum and 
hopes to re-create the case for a working clock.) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m. 



 
 
Presentation Our guest presenter was Bob Frishman from Bell-Time Clocks in Andover, Mass.  Bob is 
the current chairman of the Ward Francillon Time Symposium for the NAWCC, and has a goal to connect 
the Symposium each year with an important museum or cultural destination.  The programs are 
intended to explore the more scholarly aspects of horology.  (To whet our appetites, Bob distributed 
brochures for the fall 2017 Symposium to be held at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, and mentioned 
that the 2018 Symposium is being planned at the Henry Ford Museum in Michigan.) 
 
The 2016 Symposium took place at Winterthur, the house and museum at the expansive DuPont estate 
in Delaware.  This American decorative and fine arts museum collection includes more than 100 early 
and important clocks, and curators were very receptive to the information and assistance from 
knowledgeable NAWCC members at the conference.   All of the Symposium presentations had been 
professionally recorded, and Bob explained and showed two of these at our meeting.  These recordings 
eventually will be available through the NAWCC Library and/or the web site. 
 
The first was a talk by Richard Ketchen in which he explained his analysis of a Simon Willard tall clock 
movement that he was asked to restore.  Taking pictures and detailed notes, he goes through the clock 
methodically to look for previous repairs (good and bad), parts that may not be original, faults that may 
affect the function, and any names or dates.  Measurements, notes, and even pencil rubbings of the 
clock hands are kept in a log book for future reference.  This careful analysis gives him a documentation 
of the initial condition of the movement and also a to-do list for the restoration project. 
 
The second video was the presentation by Jeffrey Lock, an expert engraver.  In this talk, he discussed 
brass clock and instrument dials engraved by David Rittenhouse, an early Philadelphia maker.  Mr. Lock 
had dedicated himself to the study of engraving technique, and his training and practice has enabled 
him to recognize original period work by Rittenhouse and distinguish it from later reproductions.  He 
explained the many fine points of engraving technique, including the overall layout and style of letters 
and numerals, adherence to the baselines and centerlines, the thickness of letters and the spacing 
between them, and the angle of the figures.  His presentation included video clips with magnification 
showing his technique of engraving brass with hand tools. 


