
 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS: In our September 15 meeting Bill O’Brian gave a presentation 
about eBay, which has existed since 1995. Most people looking for clocks and watches shop on 
eBay instead of going to shows and shops because many are not aware of supply houses. You 
can find realistic pricing and worth. The buyer is able to go to the seller and see his or her “store” 
online. Prices have been down during the past two or three years. Very nice and rare clocks still 
go for premium pricing. The majority of buyers/collectors on eBay are 55-65 years of age. When 
selling, you may have up to 12 pictures of your item for sale. Make sure to include a good 
description. You have to satisfy your customers, or you are given a bad report that others may 
access. Be aware that 9 percent of the sale price goes to eBay and 3 percent to PayPal. An item 
can be pulled off eBay just prior to the time when the bid expires. An item can also be removed 
if you say it has been damaged. A bid can be placed as close as three seconds prior to the bid 
expiring. Usually about 10-15 percent of items are actually sold. Be aware that at this time, it’s a 
buyer’s market. Sometimes breaking the clock down and selling its parts is more profitable than 
selling the complete item. You never know what an item will bring. Be sure to pack items 
securely and properly to prevent breakage. Almost anything can be sold on eBay, which is a 
good comparative tool and an excellent marketing tool. Records go back 90 days, so it is possible 
for the seller to access records of items sold and their pricing. President J. C. Cohen spoke on 
two tall clocks: (1) a Pennsylvania tall clock, unsigned. It is necessary to do the research to know 
the worth of the item and where and how to sell it. (2) the Roxbury tallcase clock by Willard, 
unsigned from the Boston area. Most U.S. manufacturers used labels; if there are labels, do not 
disturb them. It is also helpful to be able to detect if a clock has been worked on. —Elena 
Madara 

 


