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President’s Message 
 

    This has not been a great year for many of us 

but now we hopefully can see a light at the end of 

the tunnel.  I have talked with many members 

and they would like to go to museums, flea 

markets and conventions but that has not been 

possible this past year.   

    I believe that this year will be much different 

than last.  NAWCC Conventions are signing up 

for this year and hopefully we can attend some 

safely and buy awesome alarm clocks.  I have 

noticed that eBay has had many alarm clocks and 

novelty clocks for sale.  This is a great 

opportunity to keep our hands and minds busy 

looking for that 1 prize that we can share with the 

rest of the HBACC Chapter.  

    If anybody has found a “prize” I would like to 

invite them to share it with a story to our 

members.  I have found a couple of items that I 

will share in the next Newsletter.   

    Also, I would like to thank John Koepke for 

sending me some pages from a 700-page 1913 

clock tool and parts catalog.  Because of its size he 

could not scan the pages but actually 

photographed each page.  I have added these 8 

pages as supplement to the HBACC Newsletter.   

An additional note about John Koepke.  John has 

received a well-deserved NAWCC Fellow Award 

for his continuous years of membership and his 

contribution of many Articles and continuous 

participation of many aspects of the NAWCC. 
 

Thank you, John and Congratulations on 

your Fellow Award. 

 
Vince Angell 

This newsletter contains material from: 
Alarm Clock Peter 

Vince Angell 
Crystal Kupper 
Chris St Dennis 
Dennis Sagvold 

My thanks to all who send material. 
Bob Linkenhoker 
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EDITOR’S NOTE:   

Remember that there will be no newsletters unless 

the members of Chapter 178 send me information 

and pictures.  I am sure that you all enjoy reading 

and looking at the various pictures in this and the 

other newsletters produced for this Chapter.  Just 

remember unless you help there: 

 WILL BE NO NEWSLETTER 

 

rlink3@juno.com, by phone at 951-898-5825 

or mail at: 

Chapter 178 

7186 Calico Circle 

Corona, Ca. 92881 
 

 

http://www.acc178.org/


A Very Rare Nutmeg Alarm Clock  

+ 
Others 

From Alarm clock Peter 
 

Dear alarm clock collectors in the USA, 
 

   This time I sent my longtime alarm clock collector friend VINCE ANGELL some pictures of my 

NUTMEG alarm clock models for Chapter 178 magazine. 

   I am pleased that I not only have a NUTMEG model from SETH THOMAS with a bell, but also an 

exceedingly early model with an alarm clock without a bell.  Here the alarm hammer hits a piece of metal 

inside.  This alarm clock has an original wooden back cover, in which is carved “Pat. Oct. 24, 1876 ".  

The alarm time is set by means of a brass metal disc, which has the numbers 1-12 in Roman numerals.  

The indications "Fast", "Slow", "Alarm" and "Hands" are also embossed in the wood. machine 

production of the back cover is ready.  Probably the earliest domestic production of a NUTMEG alarm 

clock model. 

   I bought the alarm clock very cheaply on eBay in the USA many years ago.  It was offered in the 

"Watches from 1930" section and otherwise found no interest.  I was very happy about the acquisition at 

the time, the costs for shipping and customs clearance were higher than the purchase price.  Fortunately, 

I was probably the only interested party who recognized the rarity of the offer from the bad photos.  It is 

always good when a collector knows what he is collecting. 

    
 

 
 

  



In addition to the clocks that Alarm Clock Peter has sent in the first part of his 

article I have now included the box that this rare alarm clock would have   

been sold in the 1880’s. 

Vince 

   
 

American alarm clocks in Germany 

   The very cheap industrial series production and standardized production methods of alarm clock 

models using special machines, which were already being introduced in the USA at that time, also 

impressed the German watch industry and motivated the introduction of this in Germany as well. 

   In Germany, different watch factories replicated very similar USA alarm models and often offered 

them under the same model name as in the USA by the manufacturers there.  In addition to the 

NUTMEG model, typical examples are also the LOGDE model from SETH THOMAS. 

 

   I am attaching two images from the sales catalog of the Hamburg-American watch factory, Schramberg 

/ Black Forest from 1889. Offered there: the German versions of the NUTMEG and LODGE models. 😊 

 

  



   In my collection I also have copies of the first German NUTMEG and LODGE alarm clock models, e.g. 

from the companies Junghans / Schramberg, Badische Uhrenfabrik Furtwangen (Baduf) and the 

Hamburg American watch factory (HAU).  I send you any pictures. 

   Together with my American models, it is always possible for me to illustrate the introduction and 

development of the alarm clock models at exhibitions in museums or lectures. 

   These types of watches were offered in Germany as watches with an "American movement". 

 

 

 
 

 

   I hope you enjoyed my short information and the pictures about USA and German- Nutmeg models. 

 

   I wish all alarm clock collectors of Chapter 178 and their families and friends, above all, good health, 

but of course also good collector's luck in the hunt for other beautiful alarm clocks.  

 

Alarm Clock PETER from Germany 😊 

 

  
  



  Is it an Alarm Clock or Just  

A Clock with an Alarm Added?? 

 
For Years many of us have had the discussion about this subject and most of us 

believe that Clocks with added alarms are not alarm clocks.  The following article 

by Robert Ballenger tells how he believes just the opposite that even if the alarm 

function had been added to a clock, IT IS AN ALARM CLOCK! 
 

In October 1970, Ward Francillon wrote an article in NAWCC bulletin #148.  In it, he 

developed a method to classify 30 hour time, strike, and alarm wooden works clocks.  

He broke the clocks into 9 categories, referring to them as Type I through Type IX.  

There are also some subclasses.  I have in my collection 6 of the 9 types.  Figures 1 and 

2 show an overview of my alarm clocks. 

 
 

 
  
 

  



If you notice closely, each clock has a brass disk fitting over the center arbor, 

behind the hands.  This disk, along with an attached hub, controls the alarm 

function.  Figure number 3 is a closeup of one of these disks and hub 

arrangement. 
 

 

 
 

FIG 4 

One of my Type I clocks is shown in Figure 4.  Figure 5 shows the movement of this 

clock with the disk and hub fitting over the hour tube. 

 

                                             
                                          Fig 5 Fig 6  
  



 

Figure 6 is a photo showing the movement with the disk removed to reveal a long wire 

reaching from a round hole to the center arbor area.  This control wire drops into a 

notch on the hub and trips the alarm.   

 

 
Fig 6 

  Figure 7 shows the compete insides of the movement with the front plate removed.   

 

 
Fig 7 

After this brief discussion, you may have many questions.  Feel free to reach me by 

email at:  bobsueballenger@comcast.net. 

  



  



 
  



EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Last year we lost Kim St Dennis, one of the Alarm Chapter’s founding members after a long illness.  His 

wife would like to offer some of his clocks for sale and they will be appearing in this and possibly coming 

newsletters. 
 

Dear Members, 
   Kim and I have enjoyed collecting alarm clocks for 25 years.  We first met Howard Banta at Chapter 75 in 
Los Angeles.  We would often see Howard at weekend antique meets and clock marts.  Kim had great fun 
with alarm clocks and Howard was a very good teacher sharing his knowledge of what was good.  Eventually 
they started the Alarm Clock Chapter and Newsletter, and we are so grateful for the continuous support of this 
Chapter over all these years. 
   I would like to share Kim’s collection with you and will be sending photos of his alarm clocks for your 
enjoyment.  If you are interested in purchasing any, please contact Bob Linkenhoker.  Thank you. 
 

All the best. Be well and stay safe. 
Chris St. Dennis    Fellow NAWCC 
  

    $195 OBO      

     An alarm clock with the Stutz Emblem on the dial   Back of the Stutz alarm 
  

                 
  $25 plus $5 shipping  



                      
                          Parker Alarm Clock $25 plus $5 shipping back of the Parker Alarm 

 

 

 

             
             Parker Octogan Radium Alarm   $45 plus $5 shipping back of the Parker Octogan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       
Gilbert Alarm in a pressed composite material case  $25 plus $5 shipping back of the Gilbert 

    This material was used during WW II for War Alarms 

 

 

      
 An Early Arts & Crafts Alarm $25  plus $5 shipping  

 

                



FOR SALE 
 

“PRIVATE LABEL LEGGED ALARM CLOCK IDENTIFER” 
 

Most legged alarm clocks with private labels have no identification of manufactures. 
  This 35 page book will identify most of these clocks.  Includes samples from Ansonia, Gilbert, Ingersoll, Waterbury, 
Welch, and WestClox.  Also includes identification of winding keys, legs, keys and hands. 
 

$25 postpaid to USA addresses 
Send order along with check to: 

Dennis Sagvold 
1422 21st Street South 

Fargo, N.D.  58103 
 

 

 



2021 MEMBERSHIP 
THE HOWARD BANTA 

ALARM CLOCK CHAPTER #178 
OF THE NAWCC 

 
 

 
NAME______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY____________________________________ ST______ ZIP____________COUNTRY_________ 
 
 
NAWCC # ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE # ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
FOR ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP to receive the newsletter: 

by e-mail for only $10 or  your USPS mailed copy for  $15  

 
PLEASE MAKE A CHECK to "The Howard Banta Alarm Clock Chapter #178 
and  
MAIL TO: 
 

The HOWARD BANTA ALARM CLOCK CHAPTER # 178 

C/O Mike Wilson Secretary/Treasurer 
15508 East Chaparral Way  
Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268 
 

Phone: 480-816-6483 

Fax: 480-836-8766 

Email: mike@oldephotog.com 
 

mailto:oldephotog@yahoo.com

