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President’s Message 

 

“Thank you” 

   As you probably remember in the last newsletter I 

thanked all who have contributed to our newsletter 

and also asked those who would like to contribute to 

contact me.  I was delightfully surprised to have a few 

members contact me with pictures and ideas.  First, I 

would like to thank Dennis Sagvold for all his 

contributions in this current newsletter.  Dennis, of 

course, has an extensive alarm clock collection that 

he loves to share with the membership.  Take a look 

at his current contributions and send either Bob 

Linkenhoker or myself a note about them. I have also 

been contacted by Ken Reindel.  Years ago he was 

nice enough to contribute articles that he called 

“Ken’s Corner”.  He has agreed to offer articles for 

newsletters and you will be happy he did.  Welcome 

back Ken!  Another member who has offered pictures 

and articles was Joel Zautner.  I do not believe that he 

has written or contributed pictures in the past but he 

has some interesting ideas for articles. Can’t wait to 

see them. 

   Of course, I will still try to supplement and share 

some of my own ideas and collections. 

   I would like to personally thank all who have 

contacted me and offered to share some aspect of 

their collection and knowledge. 

   Again, we are still looking for those others that 

would like to contribute to one of the best Newsletters 

in the NAWCC.    

The: 

‘Howard Banta Alarm Clock Chapter #178’ 
Vince Angell 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
For this edition I received the very amusing article 
from member Larry Cooper and as a collector/ 
hoarder myself I have to agree with his assessment.  
Also in this edition are pages from the Ingraham 
catalog that mostly refer to Alarm clocks.   Dennis 
Sagvold found this catalog at the Ventura California 
regional in February.  We both believe that this was 
an unusual find as it is in color and the printing of 
color catalogs would have been quite expensive in 
the late 1920’s. 

 
WITH OUT YOUR HELP THERE 

 WILL BE NO NEWSLETTER 

So please give some consideration to sending 

material with or without pictures. 
 

 

rlink3@juno.com, by phone at 951-898-5825 

or e-mail mail at: 

Chapter 178 

7186 Calico Circle 

Corona, Ca. 92881 

  

http://www.acc178.org/
mailto:rlink3@juno.com


 
 

ALARM CLOCKS ARE A PRECURSOR 
DRUG 

By Larry Cooper 
Sure, you are at a party and someone hands you an alarm clock, it all seems innocent 
enough.  Hey, you want this?  It’s broken and I heard you like to fix alarm clocks. “Well 
sure” you say. Well I am here to tell you, that little Baby Ben can lead to the hard stuff. 
My wife and I started out collecting pocket watches and had no interest in clocks. That 
said, my being an engineer, I just had to start taking some of my non-working watches 
apart. I soon discovered that I didn’t like working through a microscope, so I threw in the 
towel on fixing watches.  Then at a NAWCC meeting, one of the members who knew I 
was starting to work on timepieces suggested that I try fixing alarm clocks. With that 
suggestion, he handed me a box of dead alarm clocks and told me to “have at it” as I 
couldn’t do any damage to this box of junk. Well as you can see from the left-hand 
picture above, not only did I fix most of them, but I got into total restoration. Through 
alarm clocks I discovered that my true love was to take something that was on its way to 
the dump and bring it back to life. I bought a sandblasting cabinet and took them back to 
bare metal, used a little body filler if needed to take the bangs out, shot them with several 
coats of lacquer, clean and oil the movement and just like magic, a brand new alarm 
clock.  Soon after I took some of my work to “show & tell” at the chapter, I was given an 
Ingraham black mantle clock that was literally in parts in a box. It was my first time doing 
a bushing job, but thanks to books and the Internet, I figured it out. 
E-Bay became my hangout for parts as the clock was missing the dial and hands. I took 
this to “show and tell” and the snowball just kept rolling. Now after six years, many books, 
and working as a full time clock restorer for a year and a half, I am tackling chime clocks 
like the picture on the right as a normal way of life.  Looking back, I blame my collection 
of over 700 clocks and watches and my unending passion for clock repair to that box of 
broken down alarm clocks. So collect if you will, but start repairing them at your own risk 
it just may lead to!!!  

                  an uncontrollable hobby or career. 

WARNING 

 



 
 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


