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residents Message
know that by the time you read this it will be well
ast the Holidays but as I write they are rapidly
pproaching. What a wondrous time of year this is
ith the excitement of gatherings with family and

riends. Even though we can’t all possibly meet in
erson I would like to wish you all a happy Holiday
eason. May you all have a safe and prosperous
ew Year.

e have many events scheduled this year as usual in
he Clock and Watch community. Of special interest
o me is the upcoming 2012 National Convention in
asadena. The members in my local area have been
lanning and working on this for the last 18 months.
National Convention is a large commitment for

ny Chapter or Chapters but I believe the members
f Chapter 75 (San Fernando Valley) and Chapter
33 (The West Electrics) are up to the task and with
uck and the help of all NAWCC members it
romises to be a large success. Pasadena is a great
enue with many attractions close to the Convention
enter where the event is planned. Information on

he Convention can be obtained at the website
ww.2012nawccconvention.com. I would

ncourage each of you if at all possible to attend and
ring your family, I’m sure they will have a great

ime. A meeting of Chapter 178 will be on
he schedule.

f course there are many local events that are
ffered through out the country and for that matter
he World, as we are after all an International
rganization. Each of these offers an opportunity to
nterface person to person with other Alarm Clock
nthusiast and I do encourage each one of you to
ttend as many as possible.

Again I wish all of you a prosperous New Year. May
each one find that one special watch or clock or
other item that you have been looking for to
complete your collection.

Bob Linkenhoker

My Most
Unusual and Rare

Alarm Clock
By Vince Angell

If you have never seen one of the E.N. Welch “Fire
Bug” alarm clocks this might be your only chance. I
have been collecting alarm clocks for over 35 year
and have only seen one other. I was offered one in
2005 at a price that was not reasonable at that time
or even now. It was a nice one and came with its
original labeled box and an instruction sheet. Still

too much for
my blood.

I check “Alarm
Clocks” on
eBay on a daily
basis and rarely
miss seeing
anything
wonderful.
However, a
friend of mine
happened to
email the link to
me where this
“Fire Bug” was

listed. To
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surprise it was a 7 day auction and had already been
on for 5 days. I put in a low bid and to my
amazement I won the clock.

The
pictures
that were
on eBay of
the clock
were taken
from a
distance
and were
very
difficult to
see all the
detail.
Besides the
dial
looking
almost
destroyed
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I can’t imagine many of these clocks survived or
even the houses that they were used in.

mode.
t was missing the chimney.

s you can see by my pictures the dial is in pretty
ood condition. And to my surprise, when I
nwrapped the clock the chimney was in the box.
s stated, it was not shown in the eBay pictures.

eedless to say, I am very excited about this
urchase.

sent pictures of the clock to a few friends to show
y latest purchase. A good friend of mine

esearched the clock with the Patent Office and
ound the striking device patent from 1878. The
echanism was patented by Frederick Stephenson in
ugust of 1878.

o work it, you stick a match in the angled holder
nd push it down until it locks. When the alarm
ings the match pops up, strikes and lights the odd
ooking flint then takes a ¼ inch turn towards the
iniature hurricane lamp and lights it for light in the
orning.

Alarm clock with removeable mini-lantern.
Match pushed down against flint in striking
When alarm trips, match strikes flint and
2

then rotates to light mini-lantern wick.
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Page from 1880 E.N. Welch Catalog
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