
 Issue  03,  2003

You have to allow a certain amount of time in which you are
doing nothing in order to have things occur to you, to let
your mind think.

-- Mortimer Adler

Alarm Clock Chapter :    Annual Dues $15.00
                                          Quarterly Newsletter

John Darrow

In this issue we present a reprint of second article by John Darrow.
Entitled A Remarkable Clock Mechanism by R. Rahmer of
Rondout, New York, this was originally printed in the NAWCC
Bulletin, October 2000.

All are encouraged to submit articles for publication.  Please
include your name, address and phone number with the article.
Although certainly not a complete list, suggestions for topics are

 . Specific alarm clocks or manufacturers
 . Unique designs
 . Special methods of cleaning
 . Descriptions of interesting repairs.

Photos along with the text are always appreciated.
Please email to the editor at

saraandmary@sbcglobal.net

Instructions to Authors

The Greater Los Angeles Regional, February 21 & 22, included
380 plus tables offering a wide choice of horological items.  Over
1,600 buyers and sellers,
old and new friends and
candidates came together
for good times and bar-
gains in interesting items.
The selection of alarm
clocks was varied con-
sisting of items from
around the world ranging
in age and complexity.
From weight and spring
driven the late 19th cen-
tury mechanical to the most modern battery operated quartz move-
ments.  On Friday members of chapter 178 took a break to meet.
Copies of the newsletter, edited by our new editor Mary Maier,
were given to the member present.

-- Mike Wilson

Update: Alarm Clock Chapter 178 Meeting at
The February 2003 Greater Los Angeles Regional

Next Issues...

In the next two issues we provide reprints of Doug Stevenson's
articles "Wakers and Makers" and "Wakers and Shakers".  These
articles appeared in Clocks and we thank Doug for permitting us
to include them in our newsletter.

Hairsprings

It would seem often the difficulty with a new clock is a problem
with the hairspring.  It might be kinked or even missing.  In this
section we welcome all members to provide tips on repair or the
names of people / companies that provide service.

One company in Pennsylvania, The House of Time, will do hair-
spring work on alarm clocks.  Jim Michaels responded to an email
stating they do have about 50 hairsprings that would work for
alarm clocks.  Unfortunately, they charge about $100 to $150 for
their services.    Anyone interested can browse their site at

              http://www.watchmaker.net

As for purchasing hairsprings there is an interesting website site

http://www.king-federn.de/englisch/index_produktpalette.htm
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Specific characteristics such as diameter, thickness, width, etc.
must be supplied.  It would seem hairsprings can be purchased
both with and without collets.  Its not clear whether the company
will handle small orders.

Lastly,  the AWI has a video tape on Hairspring Vibrating.  Though
geared to watches (excuse the pun), it may be of value to the
Alarm Clock enthusiast as well.  Howard Banta has contacted the
NAWCC library about obtaining a copy of the tape.

Any news on this topic will be printed in the newsletter.

   -- The Editor

It was sunny and warm for the Arizona Sunshine Regional March
29 & 30 in Mesa Arizona.  It was a great success with all of the
186 tables and over 600 in attendance.  There was a wide choice
of Horological items with something to fit every ones needs/de-
sires.  The display was American Alarm Clocks, from my collec-
tion, and American Railroad Pocket Watches.  John Hubby , Na-
tional Association of Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC) 2nd
Vice President was the National representative and spoke on
Claude Grivolas, The Only French Maker of 400 Day Clocks.  I
was privileged also to speak on An Overview of Alarm Clocks as
Collectibles using slides of the Howard Banta collection.

-- Mike Wilson

Update: The Arizona Sunshine Regional 2003
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