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Minutes are worth more than money.

Spend them wisely.

-Thomas P. Murphy

All are encouraged to submit articles for publication.
Please include your name, address and phone number
with the article.
Although certainly not a complete list, suggestions for
topics are

 . Specific alarm clocks or manufacturers

 . Unique designs

 . Special methods of cleaning

 . Descriptions of interesting repairs.

Photos along with the text are always appreciated.
Please email to the editor at

saraandmary@sbcglobal.net

Instructions to Authors

In this issue we are pleased to provide a reprint of
John Darrow's article entitled Parker Clock Co. De-
signs, originally printed in the NAWCC Bulletin,
June of 2001. The article is found on pages 3 - 8
of this issue.

Throughout Mr. Darrow's article reference is made
to information found in patents issued to the Parker
Company.  In this information age patent informa-
tion is now available on the internet.  The URL is

http://www.uspto.gov/patft/

The site permits searching on keywords (only on
patents back to 1976) as well as patent access by
number (Patent Number Search).  For example,
on the back of an old Hotpoint Automatic Range
Timer, Lux printed one of their patent numbers as
1338641.  After clicking the Patent Number Search
button, the next web page provides for the patent

number of interest.  Put in the number and click
Search.  Figure 1 on page 2 displays the web page
that results.

It states that the Full Text is not available for this
patent.  That's because of the year of the patent.
Full text is only available for more current patent
patents.  For the early patents the drawings are
true but text has the appearance of a photocopy.
Go ahead and click the button Images.  Viewing
the patent requires a certain graphics viewer (which
you may already have).  If you don't have a viewer,
you can download one (free) at the following site
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http://www.alternatiff.com/

Once your computer is loaded with the graphics viewer you can access patent information (see Figure 2 below).
The drawings of the patent are always followed by the text.  The features of the software are straightforward.

Easy availability of patent literature is a great feature of the internet.  Patents of individual items are informative and
collections of patents provide an interesting time series of technological advancements.

-- Mary Maier --
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Figure 1.

For older patents, only images can be
accessed.

Just click on the Images button to re-
trieve the pages of your patent (as shown
in Figure 2).

Figure 2.

The drawings for the patent are presented first and
appear to be one-to-one representations of the origi-
nal.

The buttons on the toolbar can be used to manipu-
late the image.

The disk button (second from left) permits saving
the patent as a PDF file.  The magnifying button
(fourth button from left) lets you zoom in on details
of text (its difficult to read the entire page) and graph-
ics.  Note that on this browser the graphics viewer
being  used is 'Alterna TIFF' (last button on right).
Downloading this (free) viewer is mentioned in the
text of this article.
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