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The Horological Tool Chapter of NAWCC 
 
The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up is the newsletter 
of the Horological Tool Chapter #173 of the 
National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors Inc., a non-profit educational 
organization.  This chapter and its newsletter are 
intended to foster interaction among NAWCC 
members who share a common interest in the use 
and collection of horological tools of all sorts.  If 
you have an item you have researched, a book of 
interest, or notes on a project you have made, please 
consider sharing your knowledge with others 
through the newsletter.  Editorial help and writing 
assistance are available to help you organize an 
article.  Submissions should be sent to the Editor. 
 
The annual chapter dues of $10 will ensure that 
members receive the newsletter and are included in 
the Membership Directory when it is published.  
Members are also entitled to one classified ad in 
each issue.  If you are interested in joining this 
chapter, which will meet at various large regionals 
and also at the National Convention each year, 
please send your annual dues to the Chapter 
Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
 
Board of Directors 
 
President: Harvey Schmidt 
75-80 179th St. – Flushing, NY 11366 
(718) 969-0847, Email: wwlathlot@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Ron Bechler 
726 Royal Glen Drive, San Jose, CA 95127 
(408) 926-3212, Email: ronbechler@comcast.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Kern 
5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 
(516) 627-1012, Email: dkern@optonline.net 
 
Editorial Director: Bruce Forman 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
(219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net 
 

 
 

 
Editor’s Message – A Crying Shame  
 
On April 30, 2010, the Editor traveled to the 
Skinner Auction Gallery near Boston.  Up for 
preview was the Ted Crom Horological Tool 
Collection.  Ted Crom was a well known tool 
collector and holds a record for the most times 
anyone has appeared on the front cover of the Tool 
Enthusiast’s Round-Up (see the May 1998, April 
1999, and April 2004 issues). 
 
Business commitments allowed the editor to attend 
the auction preview but he could only stay for the 
first 2 hours of the actual auction.  The preview was 
a wonderful opportunity to see and touch the most 
extensive private collection of horological tools in 
America … possibly the world? 
 
I must admit, I shed a tear on my return trip home. 
It was a crying shame that this wonderful collection 
could not have been preserved in a public museum.  
However, Ted Crom did write about his tool 
collection and so it is preserved in some small way.  
Possibly, our members should take note and become 
more proactive about writing down the history of 
their own tool collection.  Remember, the 
knowledge dies with you! 
 
Another sobering fact is that it is time again to send 
in your yearly dues.  Some members have already 
paid.  To determine if you still need to send money 
to the Treasurer, look at the mailing address on the 
envelope you received with this newsletter.  The 
date at which you must pay is printed here.  For 
example, if the mark is “6/2010” your dues expire 
June 2010.  If the mark is “6/2013” your dues 
expire June 2013.  I hope this avoids any confusion 
that we have had in the past.  A coupon is printed in 
the newsletter for your renewal.   
 
The Financial Report for Chapter 173 appears on 
the back cover.  Many thanks to Dave Kern for his 
volunteer efforts in this area. 
 
Have a good day! 
 
Bruce Forman 
 

mailto:forman21@netzero.net
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The Auction of the Ted Crom Horological Tool Collection  

 
Ted Crom is well known in the antique tool world for his books on horological tools.    What is less well known 
is that most of the illustrations in his books were of tools in his personal collection.  This collection took Ted 
Crom nearly 50 years to amass.  Ted was not a hoarder but carefully selected his tools to make a comprehensive 
study collection of the horological arts.  The breadth and depth of this collection was not realized by the author 
until he revisited the collection at the Skinner’s Auction House on April 30, 2010. 

 

 
 

The auction preview of the Ted Crom Horological Tool Collection 
 
If you were interested in buying post industrial watch and clock making tools, this auction had only a few 
examples to offer.  Ted Crom specialized in tools that were people powered, using hand wheels, foot treadles or 
bows.  Entering the auction preview room was like stepping back in time to a horological tool supply house of 
the 18th or 19th Century.  Just about every horological tool imaginable was offered for sale.  So many in fact, 
that the overflow was stacked from floor to ceiling on several movable shelving units.  Smaller tools were 
housed in several display cases along one wall with part of the Ted Crom library that was also to be sold. 
 
If you were interested in a particular type of wheel cutting engine you were sure to find at least one example 
(maybe two) as thirty-six were offered for sale.   One wheel cutting engine was designed to cut internal ring 
gears, another cut cylinder escape wheels and several common engines were complete with all their original 
accessories.   

 
In need of a fusee engine? …..there were seventeen for sale in all different shapes and sizes.  One example was 
made in France and was engraved with the name of the famous watchmaker, Ferdinand Berthoud.  Another was 
made and signed by the English tool maker, John Wyke.  Many engines were unsigned but most could be 
attributed to tool makers who worked in Switzerland, France, or England.  Even the tools needed to cut the 
notch in the fusee (for the fusee chain hook) were available for sale. 
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Aside from the more common tools there were 
also many unique items that will probably never 
be seen in public again.  Take for instance the box 
of chronometer hairspring making tools used by 
English chronometer maker, H. W. Withers.  How 
about a jumbo uprighting tool for clock making 
that was 27 inches tall and must have weighed 
twenty or thirty pounds….and let us not forget a 
wooden box of sand casting patterns to build your 
own E. Howard tower clock.  
 
If early tools are your passion, then attending the 
preview was like dying and going to heaven. As 
soon as you saw one interesting tool to examine 
something more interesting was seen sitting near 
by.  My head was spinning and my thoughts 
were….so much I want…… so little money to 
spend.   
 
Robert Cheney (noted horologist) was in charge of 
the Ted Crom Horological Tool Collection 
Auction.  He also hosted a lecture that described 
the collection and the man who had created it.  
Ted Crom had traveled extensively through 
Europe and England collecting tools to fuel his 
passion.  He was accompanied by his young son 
Gary who helped to select and pack the tools for 
transport back to the “Ted Crom Museum” in 
Florida.  Actually, the Ted Crom Museum was 
Ted’s lake front home with a boat dock.  It was 
also a bed and breakfast for tool collectors who 
Ted freely invited to visit and to stay the night.  

     A Thomas Green wheel cutting engine c. 1790 
 
I personally visited his home before his death and was offered to study or use any tool in his collection.  When I 
expressed an interest in ornamental turning, Ted showed me how the Rose Engine worked and we turned some 
examples which I still have today.  One of Ted Crom’s Rose Engines is shown on the front cover. 
 
After a lifetime of collecting, Ted envisioned his collection would be placed in a public museum following his 
death.  It was first offered to the NAWCC Museum but they refused the collection when Ted imposed the 
condition that it could never be sold.  Ted later believed that the Smithsonian would be the collection’s 
custodian.  The Smithsonian sent a representative to his home and about half of the collection was catalogued.  
This is why some of the sale items have a Smithsonian catalog number painted on them.  They planned to return 
to finish the job but negations must have broken down.  Ted had two conditions for the donation of his 
collection.  One was that it could never be sold and the second was that it be available for public access.  This 
meant either as a permanent exhibit or as a reserve collection that could be visited by appointment.  Apparently 
the Smithsonian was unwilling or unable to agree to these conditions and this sealed the fate of the Ted Crom 
Horological Tool Collection. 
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Ted Crom died on January 18, 2008.  Without a museum willing to accept the collection on Ted’s terms, the 
family decided to sell it at public auction.  On May 1, 2010, the collection saw its last public viewing when the 
auction started at 10 AM.  The Ted Crom Horological Tool Collection is once again dispersed around the world, 
where Ted originally found it.  If you missed the auction or never visited his home, you missed a great 
experience.  Luckily for us he preserved much of the collection in the four books he wrote; so, we can still visit 
the collection on our own terms.   
 
I talked to Gary Crom (Ted’s son) who attended the auction.  He informed me that the Ted Crom horological 
tool books never made the best sellers list and the family is still selling the remaining copies.  He gave me an 
order form for our members’ use (located at the end of the article).  These books are expensive to buy but are of 
the highest quality.  The following photographs are of the auction preview for those who could not attend. 
 
    
 

 
Considering the amount of money I spent ……                …an English clockmakers throw c. 1850…. 
…….48 is the author’s IQ not his paddle number…  
 
  

 

            
 

         …an early 19th Century tool for grooving           ...the throw was a favorite tool of Ted Crom… 
                   clock barrels and fusees 
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…tools were stacked from floor to ceiling on movable shelving units… 
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...tool collectors examine a wheel cutting engine capable of 
cutting internal ring gears…….. 
 

  
…a wheel cutting engine made in 1792 by Charles Lunan, 
if you wanted a wheel cutting engine there were dozens… 
             …one of six display cabinets full of tools….. 

 
 
 
 
 
…a box of sand casting patterns to make an  
E. Howard tower clock….templates to make the 
clock dial numerals were also included….. 
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      …a signed Ferdinand Berthoud fusee engine …                      …yes, girls like old tools too… 
 
 

 
 
           …an English pole lathe for watch case making .…even the original pole was included….. 
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…a box filled with helical hairspring making tools…. brass molds are seen in the upper draws and paddles with  
charcoal to polish the springs are in the lower draw……. 

 

           
 
…a clockmakers uprighting tool 27 inches tall!      …a brass and steel fusee engine 
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              …a pinion cutting machine ….              …a cylinder escape wheel engine…. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…an English fusee engine… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…screw plates by the dozen…     …file making tools and much more….  
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The collection is now gone but you can still order the tool books Ted Crom wrote… 
 

 
 

As good as these books are… it is difficult to get onto the best sellers list…… 
 

Hope you enjoyed the Auction! 
 
 
 
By Bruce Forman 
Copyright 2010 
 
photographs by: Bruce Forman, Steve Lebduska, and Skinner’s Auction 
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Readers’ Feedback 

 
In the Spring 2010 issue of the Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up, many types of uprighting tools were shown.  
Members have responded by sending us a few more examples to look at. 
 

                  
 
    An uprighting or drilling tool   An uprighting tool on legs supplied with a box 
    (courtesy of Harvey Schmidt)    (courtesy of Bruce Forman) 
 
 
 
Price Russ would like to know more about the “Obama” pivote lathe he saw in a 20th Century tool catalogue.  
Has anyone ever used one?  Is it as good as they claim?  What makes it so much better than the Jacot lathe?  
Was this tool invented by President Obama?  Contact the editor if you have information on this one! 
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In The Next Newsletter 
 

A Visit with J. M. Wild – Horological Tool Maker 
and  

Bill Bonta shows us his screw cutting lathe that he built! 
 
 

Classified Advertising 
 

 
Wanted 
Deckel, Aciera, Rivett, Schaublin, Lorch, Hardinge, Levin, lathe or mill accessories wanted.  Will trade, or sell 
if I have duplicates.  Mark Fulmer,  Markusfu@sbcglobal.net, Tel: 330-877-2021. 
 
Derbyshire Elect model lathe attachments- pivot polisher, screw cutting attachment, roller file rest, and screw 
feed tailstock - will trade - for sale: tools from the Elgin watch factory, lathes, grinders, millers, etc…some 
made by American Watch Tool.  J. Dill, 2117 22nd St. Road, Greeley, Co. 80634, Tel: 970-353-8561. 
 
For Sale 
NOW AVAILABLE ONCE AGAIN “THE WATCHMAKERS STAKING TOOL”  BY PERKINS & 
LUCCINA, $35.00 Postpaid, send remittance to, Ronald G. Bechler, 726 Royal Glen Drive, San Jose, CA  
95133-1446, (408) 926-3212 
 
American Watch Tool lathe, length of bed 28”, swing is 7”, Includes compound slide and one 3WO Hardinge 
collet.  Chuck in tailstock not included. $450.  Deena Mack, 644 Geise Rd. Attica, NY 14011, 585-591-1343, 
email dmack18@rochester.rr.com.
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Dues Renewal Form 
 
Name:_______________________ 
Street:_______________________ 
City/State____________________ 
Zip:_________________________ 
Phone:_______________________ 
Email:_______________________ 
NAWCC Number_________________ 

 
Make checks payable to “Chapter 173” and mail to Dave Kern, 5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, 
NY, 11030.    Yearly dues are still only $10. 
 
 

mailto:Markusfu@sbcglobal.net
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Horological Tool Chapter 173, NAWCC 
Financial Comments 
Year Ended 6/30/10 

 
 
 Fiscal year ended 6/30/10 was okay financially.  The Chapter had a loss of $212 on Revenues 
$650.  The loss and low revenues were expected since the Chapter made a big effort in the prior 
period to revive our membership which carried us through to 6/30/10.  At that point we had a total of 
106 members of which 69 carry dues expiration dates of 6/30/10.  We have come a long way back in 
the last year and a half with our membership efforts, by Ron Bechler, VP and our excellent 
Newsletter thanks to our Editorial Committee headed by Bruce Forman, our Editor.  We are hoping 
all of the members share our feelings and promptly remit their dues.  Any suggestions positive or 
otherwise are welcome. 
 We are in sound financial condition with $2,305 in cash, the Chapter’s only asset. The costs 
reflect printing and mailing of our newsletter.  A summary of results of operations follows.   
 
Respectfully, 
Dave Kern, Treasurer 
 
 
 
    
    Tool Chapter 173, NAWCC   
        Operating Statement   
     June 30, 2010   
    
Cash Balance - June 30, 2009       $2,518 
    
Revenues    
 Dues            $550 
 Contributions - Anonymous           100 
                        
Total Revenues           $650 
    
Expenses    
 Newsletter costs           $863 
 
Total Expenses             $863 
    
Net Income            -$213 
 
    
Cash Balance - June 30, 2010         $2,305       

 
 
 
 


