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Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up                                         Summer 2017  
 
The Horological Tool Chapter of NAWCC 
 
The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up is the newsletter 
of the Horological Tool Chapter #173 of the 
National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors Inc., a non-profit educational 
organization.  This chapter and its newsletter are 
intended to foster interaction among NAWCC 
members who share a common interest in the use 
and collection of horological tools of all sorts.  If 
you have an item you have researched, a book of 
interest, or notes on a project you have made, please 
consider sharing your knowledge with others 
through the newsletter. 
 
The annual chapter dues of $10 will ensure that 
members receive the newsletter and are included in 
the Membership Directory when it is published.  
Members are also entitled to one classified ad in 
each issue.   
 
Board of Directors 
 
President: Ron Bechler 
726 Royal Glen Drive, San Jose, CA 95133 
(408) 926-3212, Email: ronbechler@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: John Koepke 
2923 16th Street 
San Pablo, Ca  94806 
510-236-2197, email: jskoepke@comcast.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Kern 
5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 
(516) 627-1012, Email: dkern@optonline.net 
 
Editorial Director: Bruce Forman 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
(219) 763-4748, email: bruce.forman@frontier.com 
 
Editorial Team: 
Deena Mack 
Tom Hammond 
 

 
 
 

 
20 Year Anniversary 
 
After twenty years of pondering how antique chain 
making tools were used in early America, it took 
chapter member, Gordon Webb, only a few minutes 
to figure out how it was done.  This after reading 
about this subject in the Spring 2017 issue of TER. 
 
As a tool collector, I am humbled by his ability to 
have seen the solution to something that had 
completely stumped the editor for so long.  This 
goes to show that no matter how much you think 
you know, there is always someone alive that is just 
a little more knowledgeable than yourself. 
 
We have many individuals in our chapter with these 
same attributes.  If we can tap into this knowledge 
bank we can all benefit from the exchange.  If you 
have built something or have something to share 
concerning horological tools, let the editor know.  
 
Annual membership dues are due again.  A sign-up 
sheet is located on the back page of this issue.  It 
will tell you if you need to pay and how much.  If 
you get the newsletter by email, we will be mailing 
you a statement telling you if you owe any money.  
In addition, we will check to see if you got all the 
email issues of the newsletter for the past year.   
 
If my memory is correct, Chapter 173 was founded 
in 1997.  That makes us 20 years old.  I remember 
being asked to join by founder Harvey Schmidt.  
Not sure if I was a charter member or not….maybe 
I joined a year later?  However, I know many of our 
members that joined at that time are still around.  
To all of you, I say Happy Anniversary!  Time flies 
when you are having fun with old horological tools! 
 
Bruce Forman 
Editor 
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The Stehman, Jenks & Stehman Lathe 
 

The firm of Stehman, Jenks & Stehman has nothing to do with architects, Philadelphia lawyers, or public 
accountants.  Instead, it was a small business that dates from the late 19th century that specialized in building 
watchmaking lathes.  Although few of these lathes survive today, we know that Edward Stewart Stehman filed 
two patents for the company in 1891.  Patent number 463,750 and 463,751 both relate to improvements to a lathe 
slide rest.   
 

 
 

Figure 1.  Comparison of the Stehman lathe (lower) to a  
typical watchmaker’s lathe (upper). 

 
At first glance the Stehman, Jenks & Stehman lathe looks very much like the normal size watchmaker’s lathe. 
However, when a direct comparison is made, in Figure 1, we see that the lathe is much bigger. The lathe bed 
alone weighs 15 pounds and is marked as being made in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., Figure 2. 
 

 
 

Figure 2.  The Stehman maker’s mark. 
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Figure 3. The Stehman lathe with attachments. 
 
A Stehman, Jenks & Stehman lathe with many of its original attachments is shown in Figure 3.  What appears to 
be a third slide on the compound slide rest is actually a lifting mechanism, Figure 4.  When the brass knob is 
turned it raises or lowers the table so that the cutting tool can be adjusted to the exact cutting height, Figure 5.  
They also had a quick closing lever to clamp the slide rest and T rest to the lathe bed, Figure 6.  These two 
improvements are part of their patent claims in 1891.  
 

 
 

Figure 4.  The factory compound slide rest. 
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Figure 5.  Details of the lifting table. 
 

 
 

Figure 6.  The quick clamping hold down. 
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Figure 7.  The grinding attachment. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 8.  A locking lever for the indexing pin. 
 

Figure 7, shows the grinding attachment that fit to the slide rest and could also be height adjusted by using the 
brass adjustment wheel on the slide rest. It appears that the company believed that the improvements it made to 
the lathe would gain it market share.  They even went so far as to add a locking lever to the head stock to prevent 
the headstock pin from vibrating and catching on the index holes on the back of the headstock pulley, Figure 8.  
It appears that the general public was not willing to pay for the many improvements this lathe had to offer and 
like many other small manufactures the firm of Stehmen, Jenks & Stehman passed into oblivion. 
 
Mark Fulmer 
Copyright 2017 
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Clock Chain Making Tool - Mystery Solved! 

 
In the spring issue of TER we featured an article on clock chain making.  In this article, we examined several of 
the known ways that chain can be made.  We also showed a mystery tool known to have been used for clock 
chain making in early America.  It is one of only three known examples of this tool, but how was it used to make 
clock chain, Figure 1?   
 

  
 

Figure 1.  The mystery chain making tool. 
 

Chapter 173 member, Gordon Webb, contacted the editor in April with the solution to this puzzle.  Gordon made 
his own version of this tool using a Sherline lathe to test his theory of how this tool should work, and it worked 
very well indeed!    The trick in using this tool is that the steel wire used to make the links must be prepared in a 
certain way before use.  First a length of wire is cut dependent on the number of links to be made.  Then the wire 
end is formed in the shape of the chain link using a pair of plyers.  The link then fits over the spindle nose.  As 
the nose turns there is just enough grip to coil the next link onto the nose.  As the new link starts to form it 
pushes the previous chain link forward and down the tapered nose, Figure 2.   
 
 

   
 

Figure 2.  Winding chain links using a Sherline Lathe. 
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The beauty of the process is that it is continuous and you can form links as quickly as you can turn the spindle 
nose.  It is then easy to cut the links apart using a pair of nippers.  When this same procedure was tried with the 
antique chain making tool in Figure 3, it worked great!   
 

  
 

Figure 3.  Making chain links using the original 19th century tool. 
 
Thanks to member Gordon Webb for seeing the solution to the mystery of how this tool was used.  It is amazing 
to the editor that such a simple tool can perform a complex task, so effectively.  It is my understanding that this 
is the first time in almost 100 years that anyone has made chain links this way.   
 
Bruce R. Forman 
Copyright 2017 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Classified Advertising 
 

Wanted 
 
Levin and Derbyshire headstock and tailstocks (lever feed) in 10 mm sizes, any condition, running or not.  Also 
10 mm Levin collets and other related equipment.  M. L. Shetler, Watchmaker, 4151 Paul Road, Woodhull,  
N. Y. 14898 
 
Deckel, Aciera, Rivett, Schaublin, Lorch, Hardinge, Levin, lathe or mill accessories wanted.  Will trade, or sell if 
I have duplicates.  Mark Fulmer   
(330) 877-2021, Markusfu@hotmail.com 
 
Derbyshire Elect model lathe attachments- pivot polisher, screw cutting attachment, roller file rest, and screw 
feed tailstock - will trade - for sale: tools from the Elgin watch factory, lathes, grinders, millers, etc…some made 
by American Watch Tool.  J. Dill, 2117 22nd St. Road, Greeley, Co. 80631, Tel: 970-353-8561, 
jimdle@yahoo.com. 

mailto:Markusfu@hotmail.com
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For Sale 
 
Oliver jewlers cast iron draw bench. $600 or best offer. Mark Fulmer  (330) 877-2021, Markusfu@hotmail.com 
 

   

Federal dial indictor 0 to 0.005 in 0.0001 inch divisions.  With Hamilton stand and wooden box.  One extra base 
plate. Price $250.  It is heavy to ship, will sell or trade for antique tools I want but do not need.  Bruce Forman, 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net  

 

 

YOUR SHERLINE SOURCE 
LATHES-MILLS-TOOLING 

5-15% OFF LIST PLUS SHIPPING 
Pete Cronos 

870-974-2583 
Pete@usa.com or petestools.com 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wanted - Book Reviews 
 
Have you read a good book related to horological tools or the making of clocks and watches?  Have you seen an interesting 
web page that our members might be interested in? Why not write a short review for the chapter newsletter! 

mailto:Markusfu@hotmail.com
mailto:forman21@netzero.net
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YEARLY DUES- Pay Now! 
 
 

One more year has passed and it is that time to pay your dues.  Some members like to pay for 2 
years at a time, so they do not have to write so many checks.  To see if you owe payment at this 
time, please look at the mailing label on the envelope the newsletter came in.  If it is dated 
6/2016 it is time to pay again. 

 
Dues renewal Form: 
 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
 
no change in my information □ 
 or 
Street Address:_________________________________________________ 
City/State:_____________________________________________________ 
Zip:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 
Email:________________________________________________________ 
NAWCC Number:______________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to “Chapter 173” and mail to Dave Kern, 5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY,  
11030. 
 
□   1 year =$10      
 
□   2 years = $20   

 
Method of newsletter delivery - Please check one: 
 
□  mail me my newsletter using the US Postal System 
 
□  email me my newsletter for faster delivery 
 
If you currently get your newsletter by email, we will send you a bill if you need to pay! 

Example of 
mailing label with 
renewal date 


