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Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up                                           Spring 2016  
 
The Horological Tool Chapter of NAWCC 
 
The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up is the newsletter 
of the Horological Tool Chapter #173 of the 
National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors Inc., a non-profit educational 
organization.  This chapter and its newsletter are 
intended to foster interaction among NAWCC 
members who share a common interest in the use 
and collection of horological tools of all sorts.  If 
you have an item you have researched, a book of 
interest, or notes on a project you have made, please 
consider sharing your knowledge with others 
through the newsletter. 
 
The annual chapter dues of $10 will ensure that 
members receive the newsletter and are included in 
the Membership Directory when it is published.  
Members are also entitled to one classified ad in 
each issue.   
 
Board of Directors 
 
President: Ron Bechler 
726 Royal Glen Drive, San Jose, CA 95133 
(408) 926-3212, Email: ronbechler@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: John Koepke 
2923 16th Street 
San Pablo, Ca  94806 
510-236-2197, email: jskoepke@comcast.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Kern 
5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 
(516) 627-1012, Email: dkern@optonline.net 
 
Editorial Director: Bruce Forman 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
(219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net 
 
Editorial Team: 
Deena Mack 
Tom Hammond 
 

 
 
 

 
Where do you find machine tools? 
 
It seems that the supply of good horological 
machine tools has dwindled over the last 40 years. 
This situation has been credited to the fact that 
industry no longer buys many of the manually 
operated machines that the horologist would like to 
own.  Instead they are purchasing CNC machines; 
so, fewer and fewer manually operated machines 
end up on the secondary market, where we all shop. 
 
Sherline is one of the remaining makers of small 
lathes and milling machines, in America.  They 
make a good product but their machine tools are 
more homeowner than industrial grade.  However, 
their prices are very reasonable and they make a lot 
of aftermarket tooling for 8 mm and 10 mm lathes. 
 
For the high quality machine tools (at a price you 
can afford) the horologist must turn to the used tool 
market.  Looking around my shop, most of the 
machine tools I own were made before I was even 
born!   
 
These tools were found at NAWCC MARTS, in 
local newspapers, at auction, on Ebay, or at a model 
engineer’s show.  Model engineer shows are not 
normally associated with horology but these people 
use the same machine tools and supplies as the 
horologist.   
 
Not only do you often find small machine tools for 
sale at a model engineer show, but vendors also 
have tooling that is often reasonably priced.  In 
addition, small quantities of brass and steel are sold 
by the pound and there is no shipping cost for these 
heavy items. 
 
This issue of TER will take the reader to the Yack 
Arena, for the 2016 Model Engineering Expo 
(NAMES) in Michigan and this will give you a taste 
of what you might find there.  There is also a model 
engineer’s show in Pennsylvania called “Cabin 
Fever.”  If anyone knows of others, please send 
details to the editor.  Happy shopping!  
 
 

mailto:forman21@netzero.net
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Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up        Featured Article                                              Spring 2016 
 
 

The 2016 Model Engineerg Expo  
 

Every April the North American Model Engineering Society (NAMES) holds their annual expo 
at the Yack Arena in Wyandotte, Michigan.  This is a two day event that was held this year on 
April 23 and 24.  Because it is always held on a weekend there is a good mix of professional and 
amateur metal workers who attend, Figure 1.    

 

 
 

Figure 1.  The Yack Arena in downtown Wyandotte, Michigan. 
 

The expo is divided between two groups of participants.  One group is comprised of vendors 
who sell everything and anything imaginable, and the second group is there to exhibit the models 
that they make.   
 
You never know what will turn-up at a vendor table from year to year.  Many of these sellers 
buy out old machine shops and then sell the bits and pieces at the expo.  Prices can vary 
drastically from one vendor to the next.  It is sometimes possible to find the same item for half 
the price at another vendor’s table.  I passed on a 3/8” Jacobs chuck with key for only $5.  After 
seeing that other dealers were selling similar chucks for $35, I returned to find the chuck had 
been sold.  This happened several times to me, so sometimes comparative shopping can work 
against you.   
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If something is a good deal and it can be gotten home, there is always some enterprising 
individual ready to make the deal.  Some of the more desirable machinery will sell in the first 
few hours of the show.  One item that sold quickly was a Bench Master vertical mill, as shown 
in Figure 2. 

 
 

  
 

Figure 2. A Bench Master vertical milling machine sold quickly. 
 

Because many machine tools are very heavy to move, dealers limit the number they will bring to 
a show.  Most bring small lathes and milling machines to sell.  Nearby is often a picture board 
showing other (normally heavier) machines also available.  It is prudent to look closely at these 
postings because often a good machine will go unnoticed by those who walk by too quickly, 
Figure 3. 
 
If you are looking for hand tools there are literally hundreds for sale, Figure 4.  These can range 
from tools that are completely worn out to new old stock tools with their original box.  My 
friend purchased a good set of 5C collets for almost nothing and I did very well at the show 
buying machinist tools for a fraction of their catalogue price.  Some dealers like the “Little 
Machine Shop” deal only in new tools, Figure 5.  Most of these appear to be made in China?  
but, they are new and for the common man will probably last a lifetime.  They have chucks, 
vises, tool posts, and a fine selection of other tools for the home machinist. 
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Figure 3.  A small lathe for sale and photos of other machine 
 tools for sale in the back ground. 

 

   
 

Figure 4.  One of many tables filled with machinist tools. 
 

Another seller of new tools is “Sherline”, Figure 6.  They sell small lathes and milling machines 
that are still made in America.  They have kept their price down by using aluminum in many of 
the machine parts and by using state of the art CNC machining.  They are not the same quality as 
commercial grade machines but you cannot beat their price as long as you understand their 
limitations.  Jerry Keiffer was at the Sherline booth and was demonstrating the many things you 
can turn on a Sherline lathe.  Jerry has also used the Sherline mill to make fusee chains as shown 
in the Winter 2013 issue of The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up. 
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Figure 5.  New imported tools sold by the “Little Machine Shop.” 
 

  
 

 
 

Figure 6. Jerry Keiffer and others man the Sherline booth. 
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Figure 7.  Iron castings to make a gear hobber were available. 
 
If you would like to try gear hobbing, Martin Model & Pattern Company was selling the rough 
castings and plans to make your own gear hobber, Figure 7.  This is not exactly a weekend 
project as you will need to make the machine and the hobbs to go with it.  None the less, for the 
interested parties, it looked like an interesting project. 
 
 

  
 

Figure 8.  Lathe collets and other horological tools often appear on tables. 
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Figure 9.  An interesting Skeleton clock was seen for sale. 
 

Tools specific to horology often appear for sale at these shows.  One person had an old 
Derbbyshire lathe but it was on its last legs.  Mark Fulmer often has collects and other 
horological tools mixed in with his machinist tools at his table.  He also had and interesting 
skeleton clock for sale, Figure 8 & 9. 
 

 
 

Figure 10.  The model exhibit area of the show. 
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Figure 11.  Some of the models on exhibit. 



10 
 

 
Vendor tables make up only about half the floor space at the show.  The rest of the arena is filled 
with tables set up to exhibit scale models NAMES members have built, Figure 10.  Model 
engineers produce just about anything imaginable: planes, trains, and automobiles, to mention a 
few.  Even clocks appear on exhibit! 
 
It is a humbling experience to know that there are so many talented individuals in this world 
when you see such workmanship.   Most models are fully functional and are built exactly as the 
original.  A model engineer will spend thousands of hours on a single model to make it perfect, 
Figure 11&12. 
 

    
 

 
 

Figure 12.  Operating models of steam engines and a rotary air craft engine. 
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Figure 13. A rolling ball clock exhibited at the show. 
 

Many of the steam models were actually demonstrated to the public.  Some run on fuel but many 
can be run on compressed air as well.  Most of the model engineers are very open to the public 
and enjoy talking about their projects. 
 
The show also offers lectures on machining and patternmaking.  It is a good place to learn and 
get new ideas as well as the machine tools and tooling needed for your horological shop.  Even if 
you only go once, it is an experience you will not soon forget. 
 
Bruce Forman 
Copyright 2016 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Still Available 
The Library of Lathe & Tool Catalogs 

 
Thanks to John Koepke and others, we can now offer a Library of Lathe & Tool Catalogs to our 
members on one CD.  Tool catalogues are hard to come by as many were printed on poor quality 
paper that deteriorates with time.  Still, others were printed on high quality paper but were 
quickly discarded once a new issue was printed.   These catalogues hold a wealth of information 
and over 50 have now been digitized by John Koepke for your reading enjoyment.  There are 35 
catalogues from Levin which include the instructions for their screw cutting attachment and 
Micro Turn II.  All these are available on one CD at a cost of $13.  Please send a check for $13 
to Chapter #173 Treasurer: Dave Kern, 5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 
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Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up                  Classified Advertisements                                                 Spring 2016 
 

About the Classified Advertisements 

Each Chapter 173 member can place a free add in this section of the newsletter.  We have a 
wanted and for sale section.  If you have something of general interest we can print a photograph 
of the object in question, if we have space.  Please only submit advertisements related to 
horological tools. 

Wanted 
 
Levin and Derbyshire headstock and tailstocks (lever feed) in 10 mm sizes, any condition, 
running or not.  Also 10 mm Levin collets and other related equipment.  M. L. Shetler, 
Watchmaker, 4151 Paul Road, Woodhull, N. Y. 14898 
 
Deckel, Aciera, Rivett, Schaublin, Lorch, Hardinge, Levin, lathe or mill accessories wanted.  
Will trade, or sell if I have duplicates.  Mark Fulmer   
(330) 877-2021, Markusfu@hotmail.com 
 
Derbyshire Elect model lathe attachments- pivot polisher, screw cutting attachment, roller file 
rest, and screw feed tailstock - will trade - for sale: tools from the Elgin watch factory, lathes, 
grinders, millers, etc…some made by American Watch Tool.  J. Dill, 2117 22nd St. Road, 
Greeley, Co. 80631, Tel: 970-353-8561, jimdle@yahoo.com. 
 
Purchase Completed – wanted a chrome platted T rest for a Levin 8 mm lathe, Bruce Forman, 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net 
will buy or trade. 
 
 
For Sale 
 
Price Reduced - Waltham Thread Mill, $500 and Waltham Spur Gear Cutter, $500, the gear 
cutter headstock appears to take W15 collets.  Mark Fulmer (330) 877-2021, 
Markusfu@hotmail.com 

SOLD – For sale a bench top gear cutting machine.  In good and clean condition with new paint.  
Some extra tooling comes with it including a gear head motor that was used by the last owner 
who cut steel gears with it.  Purchased from a machinery dealer outside of Waterbury, Mass..  
$650  Will sell or trade for antique tools I want but do not need.  Bruce Forman, 234 Eagle 
Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net  
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