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The Horological Tool Chapter of NAWCC 
 
The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up is the newsletter 
of the Horological Tool Chapter #173 of the 
National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors Inc., a non-profit educational 
organization.  This chapter and its newsletter are 
intended to foster interaction among NAWCC 
members who share a common interest in the use 
and collection of horological tools of all sorts.  If 
you have an item you have researched, a book of 
interest, or notes on a project you have made, please 
consider sharing your knowledge with others 
through the newsletter. 
 
The annual chapter dues of $10 will ensure that 
members receive the newsletter and are included in 
the Membership Directory when it is published.  
Members are also entitled to one classified ad in 
each issue.   
 
 
Board of Directors 
 
President: Ron Bechler 
726 Royal Glen Drive, San Jose, CA 95133 
(408) 926-3212, Email: ronbechler@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: John Koepke 
2923 16th Street 
San Pablo, Ca  94806 
510-236-2197, email: jskoepke@comcast.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Kern 
5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 
(516) 627-1012, Email: dkern@optonline.net 
 
Editorial Director: Bruce Forman 
234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
(219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net 
 
President Emeritus: Harvey Schmidt, deceased 
 
Editorial Team: 
Deena Mack 
Tom Hammond 

 
Regional Update 
 
The NAWCC Greater Los Angeles Regional was 
held January 30 – February 1.  We had two chapter 
members active in the planning and execution of 
this event.  Ron Bechler and John Koepke were our 
front men and a Chapter 173 Meeting was held with 
a guest appearance by NAWCC Executive Director 
Steve Humphrey. (there apparently on other 
business) 
 

 
 
The exposure from the GLA Regional added four 
new members to our roster: Sig Shonholtz, Tom 
Musselman, Larry Smith, and Randy Oma.  All I 
believe are NAWCC members from the California 
area.  Welcome one and all to Chapter 173!   
 
Some wonderful tools were on display and Chapter 
173 sold several CDs.  The Becken tool Catalogue 
reprint sold extremely well and is still available … 
see details in this issue of TER.  It is a great 
reference for tool collectors who have an interest in 
tools made at the turn of the last century. 
 
Remember, the NAWCC National Convention will 
be in Milwaukee, this year.  They will be having a 
craft competition as normal.  If you have built a 
clock or an interesting horological tool, I encourage 
you to enter it in the craft competition.  See you at 
the National! 
 
Best Wishes,  Bruce Forman 

mailto:forman21@netzero.net
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Researching Your Old Tool 

There has been very little written about horological tool collecting over the last 100 years.  The 
exception to this statement are the 3 tool books written by Ted Crom, now deceased.  (see Tool 
Enthusiasts’ Round-Up, Summer 2010)  These books are a good starting point and can often 
help the tool collector identify the function of a strange looking tool he might find.  Included in 
these books are several reprints of early tool catalogues that were published, starting in the 
1700s.   

As the horological tool industry grew, so did the size and scope of these horological tool 
catalogues.  By the 1880s, some of these catalogues were as large a telephone book and it was 
impractical for Mr. Crom to publish them in their entirety.  In most instances, he reprinted 
several pages as a representative sample of what they contained.  Fortunately, for us, one of 
these turn of the last century catoluges has now been reprinted by Chapter 173.  The Becken 
catalog is now available on CD (see classified ad section) and was like the Sears catalogue but 
for clock, jewelry, and watch making supplies.   

If you have a tool that dates from the turn of the last century, there is a good chance you will 
find it there along with the original price.  A set of the Ted Crom books could cost you several 
hundred dollars where as the Becken CD reprint is only $13.  For the novice or advanced 
collector, the Becken CD is a good investment. 

Another source for tool information can be the USA Patent Office.  If your tool is marked with 
a patent date, number, or inventor …a description might reside in their on-line data base.  
Unfortunately, the on-line data base is not complete and some older patents may not be 
available or the records might have been destroyed.  However, if you are lucky, you may be 
able to quickly establish the who, what, and when, related to your tool and details of how to use 
it.  An example of a USA patent for a Marsh micrometer gauge is shown at the end of this 
article and was submitted by one of our members. 

A fourth source of information are the past issues of The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up.  Yes, not 
every issue hits a home run but, there have been many good articles published and they are 
indexed.  Some notable examples are the articles on jeweling tools, screw head polishing tools, 
and  uprighting tools.  Let us not forget that The Tool Enthusiasts’ Round-Up also publishes 
requests from members who are trying to learn more about a tool they own!  The past issues of 
TER are available on CD for only $25.  Still, getting to know fellow members is another way of  
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learning.  Do not hesitate to introduce yourself at a Regional when you see a Mart table with a 
tool of interest.  You might meet one of our members!  Happy tool hunting. 

Bruce Forman 

Copyright 2014  
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Request for Wolf Jahn & Company Information 

 

Roger F. Karl has just finished restoring/customizing his WW lathe.  It is a typical American 
style WW lathe pattern.  The overall bed length is 11 3/16 inches and the “D” bed is 45 mm in 
diameter.  The center height of the head stock is 50 mm and originally took 8 mm long collects 
(Mosely, etc.). The lathe is marked Wolf Jahn &Co., Frankfurt A/M, and a serial number or 
model number 52 appears on all the major parts.  Roger would like to know if any of the 
members could date the lathe or give specifics about the company who made it.  Please respond 
to the editor with information.  (see photo on next page) 
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Roger’s Wolf Jahn Lathe 

 

Classified Advertisements 

 
Wanted 
 
Levin and Derbyshire headstock and tailstocks (lever feed) in 10 mm sizes, any condition, 
running or not.  Also 10 mm Levin collets and other related equipment.  M. L. Shetler, 
Watchmaker, 7676 Route 62, South Dayton, N. Y. 14138 
 
Deckel, Aciera, Rivett, Schaublin, Lorch, Hardinge, Levin, lathe or mill accessories wanted.  
Will trade, or sell if I have duplicates.  Mark Fulmer   
(330) 877-2021, Markusfu@hotmail.com 
 
Derbyshire Elect model lathe attachments- pivot polisher, screw cutting attachment, roller file 
rest, and screw feed tailstock - will trade - for sale: tools from the Elgin watch factory, lathes, 
grinders, millers, etc…some made by American Watch Tool.  J. Dill, 2117 22nd St. Road, 
Greeley, Co. 80631, Tel: 970-353-8561, jimdle@yahoo.com. 
 

 

mailto:Markusfu@hotmail.com
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Clock pinion leaf polishing machine, Bruce Forman, 234 Eagle Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 
46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net will buy or trade. 
 
 
For Sale 
 
NOW AVAILABLE ONCE AGAIN “THE WATCHMAKERS STAKING TOOL”  BY 
PERKINS & LUCCINA, $35.00 Postpaid, send remittance to, Ronald G. Bechler, 726 Royal 
Glen Drive, San Jose, CA  95133-1446, (408) 926-3212 
 
Watch Pivot Polishing Machine, from Bulova Watch Factory, $450, Bruce Forman, 234 Eagle 
Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net will sell or 
trade for antique tools I want but do not need. 
 
Derbyshire Lathe,  8mm lathe, good chrome, t rest may be from another lathe, no tail stock, 
motor and jack shaft, motor needs rewiring, one pulley looks bent.  Bruce Forman, 234 Eagle 
Ridge Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385, (219) 763-4748, email: forman21@netzero.net will sell or 
trade for antique tools. SOLD 
 

 
Now available on CD is a partial reprint of the A. C. Becken Company Catalogue.  This 
catalogue is undated but is believed to have been printed in the early part of the 1900s.  There is 
a lot of detailed information on watch and clockmaking tools.  Please send a check for $13 to 
Chapter #173 Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Kern, 5 Hilltop Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 

 
 

mailto:forman21@netzero.net
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For Sale Waltham Thread Mill, $900 and Waltham Spur Gear Cutter, $1,000 (see the gear 
cutter specifications below).  Mark Fulmer  (330) 877-2021, Markusfu@hotmail.com 
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