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After ane vear of planning the Chapter and eight
years more or less as President, it's time to step aside and
let some new leadership take our Chapter forward. I'm
sure that I spezk also for Tom Spittler, our cofounder and
current Vice President, when I say that it has been fun and
satis{ving Lo enjoy this club with all of you. We've kept
the cost down and, 1 hope, the enjoynient up, thanks to
| many voluntsers and entlusiasts.

Acting as Nominating Committee, Tom and { offer
the following slate for your Chapter election considera-
tian. :

President: Frank DelGreco (OH)

Vice President: Lee Yelvington (NC)

Secretary: Ken Iohngton (NC)

Treasurer: Bernie Pollack (CA)

Ned an elected official bue key nonetheless o our
suecess 1s Paul Qdendahl (LAY, our newsletier
editor and publisher. He will continue in that
10b,
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open until the election on July 12 at the Mational Conven- i
tiem in NewUrleans JusCphimg me ae 513-771-0556 if E
yois wish to compete. Tasks of the officers are as follows: | i

President: Guides the Chapter, chairs the live mect-
_ings, advises editor about newsletter content, approves all
expenses except bis own, handles awards, writes Chapter
Naows lor newsletter,
Vice President; Organizes Chapter mestings and
speakers.
Secretary: Records annual meeting minutes, main-
tains Chapter archives, writes Chapter news for NAWCC
Bulletin.

Treasurer: Collects dues. maintaing membership
roster, handles [RS reports when and if needed.

. NEXT MEETING will be Thursday, July 12, 2001
at 2:30 PM, Location will be in one of the Supardome
meeting rooms. Check your program on arrival to find
out which one and to ensure that you don't miss if the
time gets changed. Jon Taylor, a most entertaining
speakor, will present a slide talk on “Buying American
-Deeg

Your Editor believes that this is a
good Bme Lo kilk about two sub-
jects: Forgetfulness, and Glad
i Tidings.

Forgetfulpess, Your Chapter is experiencing a drop
i membership. And it seems not to be a result of dissat-
isfaction, lack of tnterest, ar ather negative (aglor, We
have lost members because they have not paid their dues
because they simply forgot, At $5 {or $6) per year we are
a distinct bargain. Maybe iU's trouble Lo get out the
chackbook, find an envelope, find and slap on a stamp
and get to a maildrop — all just for a simple five bucks.
That can be made easicr by prepaying fior more than one
year,

As an experiment Frank DelGreco and Bernie Pol-

lack organized a mailing to recent non-payers which re-
sulted in the ceinstatement of 24% of the recipients. If you
kmow someone who is not receiving this newsletter, you
might want to help by giving him a gentle reminder so we
can welcome him hack.

Glad Tidings As 3 resolt of the recent NAWCC
election Doug Cowan was clected President of our na-
tiona] organization and Frank DelGreco was elected a
Director. Congratulations w both of these gentlemen.

Besides co-founding our Chapter 159 and leading it
ay President for many years Doug Cowan is past President
of Buckeye Chapter 23, and has served on the naticnal
organization Program Commiltee, Answer Box and Long
Runge Planning. He has written a book and many articies

Continuad on paga & Edfter’s Goroar
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A DUBLIN CLOCK, The early Roots of the Rare Old Times

[Killian Robinson !NCH takes us hack in his.’rc:ry to eory [reland, brings
us forward to 17th century horelogers and then shews a Dublin long-

case clock from the early 18th century by Geo. Pilkington, 438
Camyright & 2007 by KiWar Robitson, Ueed with parmizsion

Dublin, knowmn in the carly
centuries of the first mille-
nium as Ehlani and ater by the
Gaelic speakers as Dubh-linn (Biack
Pool) and Baile Atha Clisth (The
Town of the Huridlie-Ford) has a rich
history. Although contolled in the
g century by the Danes, the [rish
Antermittently had conwol on several
accastons during the next three hun-
dred years. In the 12" century, how-
ever, the Anglo-Normans, led by
Henry 11, Kinyg of England, took
control. British suzerainty persisted
to the 20™ century despite sporatic
rebellions throughout that time. Dur-
ing this time, in spite of the apparent
turmotil, the city flowered intermit-
tently as a culeral center and a town
of lewets, In the lﬂmcentur}f particu-
larly, architectare, Farmiture and
clockmaking thrived.

The origins of many of the ear-
lier domestic ¢lockmakers remain
obsure bat, even by the middle of the
17" century, master clockmalkers
were suflicient in number and in
skill to pass their knowledgn on 1o a
generation of apprentices. The
Dulilin watch and clockmakers were
closely allied with the Dyblin Gold-
soiths” Company. The earlicst of the
Dublimers mentioned specifically as
a walchmaker on the list of Freemen
in the records of the Goldsmiths'
Company was Robert Walsh', Al-
though Walsh was a Freeman by
1664 his name had already been 2n-
tered oo the [ist of Quarter Brothers
for [66]1-63. Quarter Brothers were
thase who had served their appren-
ticeships elsewhers, and thus also

included immigrants. Accardingly,
Walsh may have trained abroad
althouph his name does not appear
in the Register of Apprentices of
the Worshipful Company of Clock-
makers af the City of London® or in
the Freemen of the Worshipfi!
Company of Clockmakers 1631-
1984,

There were others however
who may have been comtermporary
with {or even antedated) Walsh.
John East, the son of a Londoa
watchmaker of the same name,
commenced his apprenticeship to
Daniel Bellingham in 1656, him-
self the onderstady of Peter
Vareijudhoven in 1637, Corfously
the name of John Bast alzo appears
on the st of Quanter Brothers for
1661-63. Since it is unlikely that
young East finished his apprentice-
ship early, perhaps he was joincd
bw his father, a watchmaker from
London, who as a forolgner would
Bave been eligible to be a Quarier
Brother. Baillie records a certain
John Enst in London before 1654",
but not after.

During the period 1658-1700
several other Masters had enough
stature - and business - 1o take ap-
prentices. These included George
Southicke {or Sauthaick), Adam
Saret, John Poplans, Walter Bing-
bam, John Morphy, Henry
Chabenor, Robert Rigmaiden and
William Locas, all of whom had
taken apprentices belore the year
1700 {see table on page 4 ).

Tracing the horological roots
of the masters themselves is Jiffi-
cult and it remains oneleas whers

they acquired their skill. Southicle
does not appear in the Irish or
English apprentice lists ol the time.
He took 2 apprentices: Hammend ol
Preston England in 1658, and
Chabenor of Dublin 20 years later.
Slightly later, one of the more cngi-
matic of the early Dublin workers,
Adam Sorgl, made his appearance.
He became a Freeman in 1675 and
was Warden of the Goldsmiths’
Company from 1630 wo 1683, In the
Registers of the French Conformed
Churches of 5t Parnck and St
Mary, Dubfin it is noted that Adam
Soret was married 10 Anne Quarine
and their danghter was born Seplemn-
ber 27°, 1685". Joseph Wessencrof
(o Wesoncrofi), the first Dublin ap-
prentice to Soret' in 1675, was pre-
sent at the baptism of this child and
one wonders if there my bave been
a previous conpecion. Adam Soret
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- Will Mainwaring in 1678, the son of

died im 1723 but not %{é'
before he had twice e
become Master of
the Goldsmiths'
Company: in 1636-
&7 and again in
1691-92", He is
mentioned in Dic-
tiannaire des
Horologers Fran-
cais’ where he is referred to as Sor-
est although his exaet geographic
origin in quce is llﬂt aiven. lec
several ather 174187 century T
Dublin clockmakers with French
names, he was a Hugenot. These
French Pratestant refugees found
Diublin a safle haven from the
pegroms which took place in the 17"
century, These disturbances were a
wiajor cause of displaceraent af these
people particularly following the
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in
1483 and gave many Eurfipean cities
distinguished watch and clockmalk-
ers, Sorel had armived slightly earlier
than this date, perhaps having antic-
ipated a change in the political cli-
male: tn France, A contemporary of
hiz, possibly cven a younger relative,
Abraham Soret, was also a Proeman
of the Dublin Goldsmiths’ Company
from 1702 until 1703 and died in
1715, Wesoncroft aside, Adam Soret
tock ather apprentices including

Fi, 1. Detail of 1he carved lon's haad In the hood

an Athy gentleman, and Francis
Bové in 1681 ar 1687°, Bové (or
Bovet), the son of Elias Bovel, a
merchant in Fochelle France, bepan
his apprenticeship im 1681" but none
of his work is recorded. Other mag-
lers laking appreatices during this
petiod include Popkins, Bingham,
Morphy, Lucas and Chabenor, the
erstwhile protege of Southicke,

At the close of the 17" cemtury
Fobert Rigmaiden took an appren-
tice by the name of George Pilking-
tonn. He was the son of Thomas

Flg. 2. The aary 16th contury George
Pilkington longoase clock

Filkington of Dablin
whior at e time: of his
son's apprentceship,
was deceased. Some of
Ripmiaiden’s work
has survived incloding
a pendulum watch in
the collection in the
National Muoseum of
Ireland’and an early
walch movement by him which re-
cently appeared on the markel

* clock by Georpe P:Ikmglcm This

clock stands some 914 inches tall
with an ¢xtra ¥4 inch or so for the
central fimial: a globe with an aagle.
The proportions are typical for the
Dublin style with the plinth and the
heod about 18 and 25 inches high
repectively, The trunk is 13 inches
wide and about TV inches deep. The
carved Tricze Lo the hood with the
lion's head and the broken pedimcnt
with 2n arrangenyent of rosettes are
also typteal of Doblin, The 8-day
movement with grooved bareels has
an inside countwheel and strikes on
& hell.

One of the more interesane
leatures is the dial which shows
some early Dohlin horological bms&
work. In the first quarter of the 18"
century, Dublin dials were heavily
engraved and in this exsinple the
designs are florid. The outer edges
are decorated with a recorring floral
desien. The chaptet ring s str-
rounded by concentric lines enclos-
ing a herringbone type pattern. The
most intricate engraving, however,
vceurs in the center of the dinl where
extensive engraving is seen arcund
the winding apertures above which
are figores of birds. Flower sprays
surround the date aperiure and sup-
port a basket abowve, possibly con-
Lxining fruit or loaves of leead. The
subsidiary scconds diad s sur-
rounded by concenteic tings enclos-
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Flg. 3. Intricate engrandng of birds and flower sprays
In the dlal center of the Pilkington longcasa clock

ing & simple linear arranpement.
Floral designs are enclosed within.
The cherubhead spandrels are sur-
rounded and surmeunted by loral
wreaths and the details of these are
clearly visthle, Dublin clocks bore
stylistic similarities to their English
counterparts at this rfime and in their
book English Domestic Clocks,
Cescinsky and Webster node that this
Lvpe of spandrel design was in use
around 1695-1710°, [Loomes, in
Brasy Dial Clocks’, gives a slightly

" “wider range of dates from 16901 ~
1720,

Whatever the chronologcal
nusmces, young Pilkington was ap-
prenticed to Mr Rigmaiden in or
around the year 1695, He would
hirve been expected to bave com-
pleted his apprenticeship shortly af-
ter 1700 and ane can assome, tere-
iure, that this may have been one of
the clocks he produced earlier in his
career. Pilkington was one of ap-
proximately 20 clockmakers worlc-
ing in Dublin in the year 1702, This
was the begining of the haleyon pe-
ritkl of the Dublin clock industry and

the number of watch and clock-
tmakers vose steeply in the enso-
ing decades. A prelininary exam-
ination of the published sourges
in which Dublin makers are
specifically mentioned ™™
shows about 40 makers n 1725,
50-60 in 1730, rising further to
about 8 in 1775, and 100 or so
in 1500,

What is clear is that even In
thzs carly perjod Dublin was not
insular and there were links with
her neighbors'in England, Wales,
France and Holland. Later there
would be a German comnection,
The skill of these early masiers,
camnbtined with the favorable con-
teMporary economic areum-
stances in 18" century reland
promised the later success of cheir
industry whick would flowrish for

EARLY DUBLIN APPRENTICES AND THEIR MASTERS

many hundreds of makers in
Drublin during the pext century
and a half. &

(A Clstography foliows on page &)

Killian Rotdnson
Is a practicing
physiclan who -
hias bean a
mamber af
NAWCC and
AHE for sevaral
years, He col- P
lects Irish ég’%% i
Clocks, watches i

and ralated

lberas {and b ahvays [ookdng for new
[temnis). Bom in Iradand, ha moved to
tha LLE. In 19&3 and now lives [n
Winston Salam, NC with his wifa
and twi daughies.

e

Year Masler Apprentice
1656 Bellingham  East

1658 Southicke  Hammond
1675 soret Wesencroli
1675 Popkins Benncil
1678 ~ | Scuthaick”  Chabenor ™
1478 Soret Mainwaring
1681 Bingham Mecking
1681 Soret Bovet

1686 Morphy Cadell
146490 Chabener Miller

1693 Lucas Evers

1694 Bingham Fitzgerald
cifds Rigmaiden  Pillington

Origin of Apprentce
London {Enpland)
Presion (Englancd)
Dublin (Jreland)
Carmiarthmmshire (Wales}
Dublin (reland)
Athy (Ireland)

Drblin {Irejand)
Rochelle (France)
Dublin (Ireland)
Dublin (Ireland)
Unknown

Tara (Jreland)

Dublin (Treland)
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Fig. 4. Dial of the George Plldngton, Dubtin Iongease clock showing the rnged holes, slabocate
engraving and signature
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Frorm Editer’s Correr, pags

including these for this newslet-
ter. He is the reliced President of
a large pational company. And he
also callects locks and watches.

Frank DelGreeo has besn
Secretary of your Chapter 159
singe Jung 1998, He is also Presi-
dent of Lake Eric Chapler 23,
Frapk organized the English
Torwer Clock Tour in year 2000
in connection with the NAWCC
1 ondon Seminar. He bas written
articles for this newsletter.
Frank’s imleeosts include English
lantern and longease clocks, En-
glish pair case watches and tower
clocks. In adition, Frank enjoys
woodworking

It i5 indeed & pleasue to
puldish these Glad Tidings.

-Pened Odeselehi

IIADS &re frea g mmnbers and should

pattaln ba to British o Angle-Amencen
hirglegy-

Dowg Cowan is speline AHS maga-
Zincs: Antiguartan Horalogy, Vol, 2
issucs 3, 4 aud 5, and Vol 24 issues |,
2, 3 and 4. Phone him a 5313-771-
05356, Thanks.

Doag Cowan is also seeking Watch
winder (ke books: "Walch Eeys" or
“Keys of Time™, Phone 513-771-0556.
Thanks.

Killian Robertson wants Irish horo-
logieal items including watches, clocks
of any type, papers, eplemera or doy-
thing clsc relevant ta lrish horolopy,
Phone 336-725-7251 or email
kebpriaol.com

For Sale. Complete man of Arffauariirn
Horodogy (AHS mugazines) Vol. 1
throngh Val. 25. Fione Doug Cowan
at $13-771-0556 who will put you in
touch with the cwamer, Asking $2000
(zbout £10 per issue}, or aller,

% NEXT MEETING

In New {Jrlgans during the Natlonal
Convenlion on Thursday, Judy 12, 2001
&t &30 PM in the Superdoma. Plesse
consull your program upon arrhead for
detais. (Buast

speaker: Jon Tayior,

NEWS
Mews and Farewtf front Doug Covsn,

EDITOR'S CORNER
Oilad Tidings and Fovpetfuliess,

A DUBLIN CLOCK

Killian Rolinsan trases the ently
duys of Lrigh clock and watcl
Juakcing and describes in deteil an
carly 18ith century longease clack by
Genrge Pilkdngron of Dullin,
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