


HE ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEO
CELEBRATION

N.A.W.C.C. Diablo Valley
Chapter #107 December Meeting

BACK FORTY ROADHOUSE & SALOON
100 Coggins Drive, Pleasant Hill, Ca. 925-935-1440

Sunday December 08,2013, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Please bring and wear your badges

Program:
Election of 2014 Officers and Directors:

_Auction of Quality Pieces:

Bring your serious Clocks and
~ Watches, Related Timepieces,
I‘l and Supplies of High Quality.
You keep all the money .

Nothing for the Chapter. This

= IS your big Chance of the year.
Look over Your Collection and
make Someone Happy. BRING
THEM ALONG!




Prnesident’s Message

With the end of the year, comes the end of my term as your Presi-
dent. I have had a lot of fun, and I think together we have done
some good things. We have had some interesting programs. The
by-laws were revised. Our mart continues to improve. Member-
ship has grown. The Chapter now has a web page and email.
None of this would have happened without the hard work of the
officers, board, and Chapter members like you. Thank you.

Looking forward, I plan to propose to the board that we set aside
funds to support bringing in a distinguished outside speaker once
a year and that we purchase a video camera so that we can record
presentations and add them to our video library. A video camera
would also be useful for presentations involving close-up work
such as watch repairs Those who attended the last Chapter 5
meeting saw a good example of this. What are your thoughts on
these ideas?

As usual there are a number of people who deserve special recog-
nition. At the October meeting, Jim Haubert gave a very special
presentation in which he shared both his horological achieve-
ments and his thoughts on engineering and creativity. Bob Simon
generously opened his home, so that members could see his col-
lection. I was not able to attend but have heard good things about
it. John Koepke and Ron Bechler donated material for the video
library (see page 7). Nile Godfrey and Ron Bechler arranged to
give our mart first crack at large collection of materials donated to
Chapter 5. Chapter 5 got the proceeds. We got to purchase tools
and materials. I for one got several interesting items. Our relation-
ship with Chapter 5 is probably unique in that we share resources
such as the video library and Chapter 5 generously let’s us use
their projector.

In closing let me say that I am looking forward to working with
the new board and officers and to the continuing success of our
chapter. See you at the luncheon.

Price

Edita’s Chaice
Check out what I found on
www.clock-museum.co.uk/

Barrie's Virtual Clock Museum

Synchronome Section
For more info on The Standard Master or ‘A Frame' clock. Notes.

dates, Variations etc. Go to Barries info above

The Double A Frame Movement
Around 1920 (1922 according to

Rita Shenton in "Collectable

clocks"or 1919 from other

sources), The Synchronome
Company introduced a new

-< model, now often called the

| "Double A Frame" or AA frame

lock which had been patented

- during the 1914-18 war. It was

! found that it did not provide any

| great improvement in accuracy

| and needed expert technical skill

to set up and maintain so it only remained in production

for one year and only about 150 clocks were produced.
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Continued on page 7



-2 Thank you Bob for open-
ing your home to the
Chapter members. We all
enjoyed looking over your
clock collection

" Early 1900s Swiss Mag-
neta Master Clock that
generated it's own electric-
ity which was then used to
control slave clocks and
bell ringing in a school.

@

NEW MEMBERS

It’s exciting to have 2 new members join chapter 107
Rick Hubble and Walt Wallgren. Please introduce yourself to
them at our next event

©

Found this browsing the web. Know
one seems to have any info on it.
Thought it looked interesting and
wanted to share the mystery.
- Www.provenceguide.co.uk

Continued from page 5

The "A'" frame movement
In 1908 the company produced the now fa-
mous "A" frame movement and from that time
on all genuine Synchronome clocks were giv-
en a serial number.
There were some minor variations in the
movement of early models, for example early
clocks had slightly different arrangements of
the latch for the gravity arm and had no buffer
to limit the travel of the gravity arm.
Useful date clues: After 1926 a buffer was
fitted to all "A" frame movements. Up to circa 1930, the A frame was a
fairly roughly finished casting and was painted with a black paint, often
quite dull, almost matt, in appearance. Later clocks have a better finish
to the casting and black crackle finish.
In the spark suppression circuit, wire wound resistors were used up to
the 30's and carbon resistors thereafter.(These resistors are hidden be-
hind the "A" frame)
The coil of the electromagnet which resets the gravity arm was wound
with green coloured silk insulated wire in early clocks. Later clocks
have a winding of enamelled wire finished with a wrapping of a black
material. One source suggested that the changeover was circa 1934 but
my records show at least some green wound coils up to 1950. No doubt
there was a period when coils of both types would have been in stock.
Continued on page 11

(F\ ‘\'
President’s Message

The following five items have been added to the video

library and the online library catalog has been updated.

K&D Catalogs, Articles, and Historical Information (CD)
Becken 1915 Catalog (CD)

Dr. Crom Collection (DVD video visit to his home)

Tour of the American Waltham Factory’s Works (DVD)
Life in the Towers (DVD on tower clocks)
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October 2013 Meeting

Edit Photo

Chip and Ron

Jay, Clarence, Ross
and Seth

John and Dale
Dave’s big Mart find

Sofie and Jason

Mart

§ Jay, Don & Raymond




Quick guide to the date of a Smiths Clock

When did it all start?

The Smiths group plc claim an ancestry dating back to
1851 when a Samuel Smith had a shop in Newington
Causeway, London. but it does not appear that Smiths
considered the manufacture of domestic clocks serious-
ly until 1931 when a new company called "Smiths English
Clocks Ltd" was formed for that purpose.

Earliest Date for a "Smiths Clock".
The earliest date possible for one of the mass produc-
tion clocks commonly referred to as a "Smiths" is 1931
when "Smiths English Clocks Ltd" was formed. This does
not apply to items such as car clocks made by S Smith &
Sons (Motor accessories) Ltd. The'name on the move-
ment case or cover gives a useful date indication.

f the name is "Smiths Eng-
lish Clocks" it was made be-
tween 1931 and 1955

If the name is "Smiths
&= Clocks and Watches" it
dates to 1955 or later.

From about
1966 the name
"Smiths Indus-
tries" appears

on some models.
Continued on page 12

Continued from page 7

The Mark II movement

The Mark I movement was intro-
duced around 1962. It strongly resem-
bled the earlier "A" frame movement
but had been modified for ease of
manufacture with most parts now as-

@l sembled from stamped brass held to-
gether by nuts, bolts and spacers. A
separate series of serial numbers was
used for clocks with the new move-
ment. Shortly after the movement was introduced, around 1965-
70, a new broad case was introduced for the Mark Il movement in
which the movement was offset from the centerline of the case
and the glass in the cases was often painted black.

Synchronome supplied castings and
parts

During the 1930s and early 40s the compa-
ny made castings and parts for the Synchro-
nome "A" frame movement available to
enthusiasts. Clocks built from such kits or
parts are often found and are frequently fin-
ished to a high standard. They can be dis-
tinguished from a factory built Synchro-
nome because they have no serial number
on the NRA plate. Some clocks built from
castings and parts supplied by Synchro-
nome do not have the NRA feature.
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Continued from page 10

In 1977 the clock division
became "Smiths Indus-
tries Clock Company" so
that a movement so

marked is no earlier than 1977

Clues from the type of movement:
If it is a "wind-up" (mechanical) clock then:

# 1. Chime and strike clocks marked Smiths Enfield on the dial
or Smith-Enfield on the movement date from 1949 or later.
Reasons for this statement:

Smiths was not established as a company until 1931, and the
Enfield Clock company was not taken over by Smiths until
1933. Following the takeover, Smiths allowed Enfield to contin-

ue trading under its own name until after the second world war...

until circa 1949 when the Enfield production was moved to
Wales... so that although Smiths may well have used Enfield
movements from as early as 1932 (when the Enfield company
commenced business), they did not use the "Smiths Enfield"
name until 1949.To the best of my knowledge it first appeared
in the Smiths catalogues and advertising in 1950

#2 If the clock has a floating balance movement it dates to 1956
or later. Smiths licensed the floating balance from Hettich but
by 1960 had developed an improved version capable of easier
adjustment using an external calibrated adjustment.

Continued from page 12

#3 Chime or strike clocks were
available from 1933 or before but
models with an acoustic chime
which had a better sound were not

introduced until 1954

Acoustic chime movement shown

from front with dial off.

13
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#4 Smiths offered a selectable Westminster/Whittington chime as
far back as 1940 but the acoustic chime version was not intro-

duced until 1956

MITHS

DOMESTIC CLOCKS By Barrie Smith

A Reference Guide to 2150 Cocks & Timers

protuond by
S Engiah Toces L0 Senle Clooes & Vaienes 198
Sens s, Beels Sahaties Dok Co s

Second Edition

Smiths of Cricklewood were

- one of the most prolific clock-
- makers of the twentieth centu-
. ry, and there can be few homes
- that have not contained at least
| one of the company's products.
. Apart from the history of the
company and factory photo-

. graphs, this publication con-

- tains a fully indexed picture

gallery that will allow collec-
tors, dealers and owners of
Smiths clocks to date and
name their own clocks and
thus add to their knowledge
and enjoyment.

The reference Guide contains
pictures of over 2150 Smiths

If you would like to receive future Bulletins via email
please email me and let me know at

justfourkicks@comcast.net

—0




Second Sunday of the Even Numbered Months

Mart:
Chapter:
Board:

Future Meeting Dates

11:30AM
12:30PM -

after the Chapter Meeting

December 08, 2013

February ??, 2014 - (second Sunday is not available)

We want to keep our members coming to the chapter meetings on
a regular basis. If you have problems with transportation to and
from meetings, let a director or officer know so we can help you

find a carpool.

Only NAWCC members can participate (buy or sell) in our
Mart. Be prepared to show your current membership card.

Y National Association of

NAWCC

-2 WATCH

Collect

Meeting Address

Odd Fellows Lodge
20589 Homestead Rd

| Cupertino, CA

Live Oak Grange Hall
1900 17th Ave
Santa Cruz, CA

| Sacramento Garden Center

3330 McKinley Blvd.
Sacramento, CA

Boys and Girls Club

1401 Marina Blvd.

San Leandro, CA

CLOCK

2" Sunday
even months
(except April)

3" Sunday
odd months

4™ Sunday
odd months

2" Sunday
odd months




