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Pruesident’s Message

Wasn't Alan Bloore’s presentation on school clogkeat? I'm
sure you agree that it was a real treat. This merghhave an
equal treat in store. Don’t miss it. While it istrtbe subject of
this meeting’s program, you may want to review Bol¥/atch
and Clock Bulletin article on marine master clog¢lssue 373,
page 161). It is a very interesting read.

While horology is the glue that binds our membénsy have a
wide variety of knowledge on other topics and asaally more
than willing to help us solve problems. In this t@¢ | want to
thank Bob Wabhrer for his help with an electroniceljfem. As
you know from the articles he has contributed s gublication,
Bob has a wide range of interests, depth of knogdednd is al-
ways willing to help when called upon. | also wamtrecognize
Curt Wood for the help he has provided to severnivers with
repairs on school clocks.

At the December meeting | purchased a ragged otk hamm
Nancy Ankrum that has turned out to be quite irsieng. It is
Time and Timekeepers (1942) by Willis Milham, Professor of As-
tronomy. Intended for a wide variety of readersandludes dis-
cussions on watch and clock construction, horokdghastory,
and a bit on care of timepieces. It is a very ggéng read with-
out getting too technical. If it sounds interestitigere are several
copies available through the internet for less D

Being a sucker for old tools in need of rehabilitat | picked up
the body of an up righting tool at a recent madstring it gave
me a nice excuse to learn more about this “old @i¢hool and to
practice my machining skills. If | do say so, ltrtad out rather
nice. Of course it is unlikely that | will ever aeily use it, but
that is not the point. | had a great deal of futhviie project and
that is really what it was about.

Price

Editor’s Nete’s
| was asked once if my husband Bob would ever varitarticle
for the Bulletin and my response was he will whegs fly. Back
in May Bob wrote an article for the Bulletin on thkaker Faire
that he and other members participated in. Well thast be re-
ally flying because he wrote another one. Checkiiton page
11.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk *
Special thanks to Celeste Graham, Chip Kumparak, Bomas
and John Koepke for contributing to this month’dl&un.

NEW MEMBERS

It's exciting to have 2 new members join chapter. 0yrus
Wind Dancer and Bob Simon Please introduce youtgsdliem
at the next mart.

The chapter’s library catalog is available on our web site
www.community.nawcc.or g/chapter 107

Check out page 6 to find out
more about this Clock tower
and its location
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Celeste just returned from Myanmar/Burma and wanted
to share this special clock tower with Chapter f{@&m-
bers.

We cruised on the Irrawaddy River, disembarkinthat
Saigiang Pagoda Complex, which has many important
stupas that provide housing and education for monks
and nuns. While walking around the complex | natice
this clock tower. | requested some information aag
told it was built in 1993 by U. Nyannatesara, aveabf
Sicily. The clock tower is 25 meters tall and itrobs

on the hour. At this Pagoda it wakes the monksGa
a.m. to begin their studies. The chime at 11:00 sign
nals their once-daily meal. When the 5:00 p.mmehis
heard, the monks are to be in prayer.

Although this clock tower isn't very old, it is ¢g@iim-
pressive and beautiful!

7
History of Antique Seth Thomas Thirty Hour

Brass M ovement Weight Driven Clocks

In the 1820's and 1830’s, the one day wooden movement shelf
clock, such as the pillar and scroll and the bronze looking glass,
was in mass production. The market grew rapidly and competi-
tion became severe. An economic recession in 1837 brought the
clock business almost to a halt. Chauncey Jerome wrote:

“At Richmond | was looking after our old accounts, settling up,
collecting notes and picking up some scattered clocks.”

“One night | took one of these clocks into my room and placing it
in the table, left a light burning near it and went to bed. While
thinking over my business troubles and disappointments, | could
not help feeling very much depressed. | said to myself | will not
give up yet, | know more about the clock business than anything
else. That minute | was looking at the wood clock on the table
and it came into my mind instantly that there could be a cheap
one day brass clock that could take the place of the wood clock. |
at once began to figure on it; the case would cost no more, the
dials, glass, and weights and other fixtures would be the same,
and the size could be reduced. | lay awake nearly all night think-
ing this new thing over. | knew there was a fortune in it."

“l arrived home from the south on the 28th of January (1838),
and told my brother who was a first rate clockmaker what | had
been thinking about since | had been gone. He was much
pleased with my plan, thought it a first rate idea, and said he
would go right to work and get up the movement, which he per-
fected in a short time so that it was the best clock that had ever
been made in this or any other country. There have been more of
this same kind manufactured than of any other in the United
States.”™

Noble Jerome received patent number 1200 for his clock move-
ment, issued June 27, 1839. The new clock proved to be a great
success, and so Seth Thomas decided to enter the market.

Continued on page 13
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Road Trip

On January 31 Tina and | went to the Greater LoglésRe-
gional held every year at the Pasadena Convengiotec We
have only missed one since
2006. Attendance seemed to
down this year and prices i
seemed to be lower. Nile God

Hoover
Dam

My wife and | did attend the
Pasadena Regional. We took
a side trip by Hoover Dam on
our way to visit our daughter
who lives in Las Vegas after
the Regional.

John Koepke

frey, Ron Bechler and Jay
and Max Taylor had tables
selling clocks and related
items. Tina and | always enj@
the bargains on the silent augi-
tion table. This year | picked
—qupa
very nice complete wood movement,
Ogee clock made by Williams, Orton,
.. . Preston and company Upper Alton,
== lllinois for $40.00. The movement has
“M a broken tooth, that's a job for another
¢ day. We always enjoy staying at the
| Host hotel The Sheraton Pasadena.
Which is contiguous with the conven-
tion center making everything a short
walk or scooter ride for Uncle Larry.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's

Tina’s Uncle Larry and Aunt Wilma

Personal 18K Gold Repeater Pocket live in Ventura, we go and pick them up and headPfssadena.
We always have a good time and buy more clocks plemed.
We had a hard time getting everything in the varttie ride
back to Ventura this year.
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Continued from page 11

Uncle Larry has been
M| collecting and repairing
clocks for years, he is
3| very good at repairing
¢ 400 day clocks. Aunt
 Wilma is right there at
8 his side helping in the
restoration of each
= clock. He got me started
i I\ m collecting clocks in
2002. | have 4 clocks from him, a wood movementeriayg Burr
& Chittenden Lexlington, Mass. A Ogee Seth ThomigasButh
Hollow Conn. A Beehive E.N. Welch Forestville, Cadr5.A. and
a 400 day Kundo 1951. I now have 5 wood movemeksl One
with a repair date of 1779 written inside and twge@s. One is a
Seth Thomas 8 day large Ogee which | am the thingeo. The
first was the Hitchcock family of Los Crues, New X, they
were in the furniture business. A friend of theirsAntique dealer
Richard Cote of El Paso Texas bougt it in 19942002 | pur-
chased it from him. | have 10 other Ogees andtidosnt of the
400 day clocks.

So if you ask Tina when | will write for the bulief she won't say
when pigs fly.

Till next time watchtdor flying pigs

Bob Thomas

Fr ¥ e e e e e e e de Ao de de Ao de e e e e o

| hope all those who were ableto goto NAWCC %
i in Pasadena had a great time i

Frh A A A d A b b d bbb dAd
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Continued from page 7

“In 1840, Thomas sent his nephew, Marcus Prince, over to Bristol to
learn how Chauncey Jerome was making the cheap 30 hour brass clock.
Hiram Camp, Jerome’s foreman wrote, “about the year 1840, | think,
Seth Thomas, who had not as yet engaged in the making of brass
clocks, sent one of his men, a Mr. Prince, over to Bristol to work for Mr.
Jerome and learn how to do the work. Mr. Jerome said to his foreman,
Mr. Camp, 'Now Mr. Thomas is a good man and he wants to get into
making brass movements and | want you to teach Mr. Prince all that you
can about the work.' So, after two or three years, Mr. Prince went back
to Mr. Thomas, and he began to make the brass movements.”.... "

“Prince returned to Plymouth Hollow and made the first brass clock
movements in 1842. In 1844 or 1845 wood movements were phased out
and Prince assumed entire control of movement manufacture for Thom-
as. These earliest brass clocks were probably all in ogee cases with the
addition of 30 hour and 8 day cases with columns about 1850."**

Case Styles of Seth Thomas 30 Hour Brass Weight Driven Clocks

Half column case, style 3, ca. 1862 -
1909. Was available in several types
of wood veneer, and the columns
were made in several finishes. Col-
lection of Richard C. Tjarks (winner of
restoration contest at the November
1986 NAWCC Chapter 26 meeting).

More on Seth Thomas 30 Hour Brass
Weight Driven Clocks in June Bulletin
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CHAPTER #107 MEETINGS DIRECTIONSTO
CHAPTER MEETINGS
Second Sunday of the Even Numbered M onths (except August and December)
743 Diablo Road, Danville
Mart: 11:30AM _ o
Chapter: 12:30PM Take Interstate 680 to the Diablo Road exit in DidenwvGo
Board: after the Chapter Meeting east on Diablo Road for 0.6 mile. The Grange Haill be
on your right. Parking is available in the frontlaiear. Enter
Future Meeting Dates from the front;i.e., street side. Facing the building from tfje
street, there is a ramp on the right side for haapland cart
June 09, 2013 August 11, 2013 access.
October 13, 2013 December 08, 2013 s o

February 09, 2014
CHAPTER LIBRARIES

BOOK: The Chapter book library is
located at Classical Clocks and An-
tiques, 1082 E. Stanley Blvd., Liver-
P more. Contact Nile Godfrey (925-449-
2127) for more information.

We want to keep our members coming to the chapégtings on
a regular basis. If you have problems with transion to and
from meetings, let a director or officer know so @an help you
find a carpool.

Only NAWCC members can participate (buy or sdl) in our

Mart. Be prepared to show your current member ship card. VIDEO: Chapters 107 and 5 share a

DVD video library. Contact Price Russ
(925-937-9231) for information.

TOOL: Contact Walt Hubrig (925-

Other NAWCE Chapter Meatingsin Rorthern California 685-0260) or Price Russ (925-937-9231) for infoiorain the
Chapter Meeting Address Meetings tools and parts available for use by Chapter mesaber
De Anza Odd Fellows Lodge 2" Sunday
#94 20589 Homestead Rd even months
Cupertino, CA (except April) i.........................i
MEER/BS/ | e o cronge il | 2 Suncy D Stemerts of onion esofaemart by athors d
) erts of opnion and/ofactmace by aithors d papers @
Santa Cruz, CA
anta - - ) or articles read befre a appearing in tk publications dthe &
sacramento ) Sacrariento gaé?fd“ Ceny & Sunday © Chaptr are to be ecepted as the author's ovilthe Chapter &
Sacramento, CA © assumes no responsibility for theacacy or corredness of Q
San Francisco | Boys and Girls Club 2 Sunday D any staterant of its contributors This satement of responsi-&
#5 401 Marina Blvd. odd months bility shall gopear inead issue of he Bull etin containing
San Leandro, CA S av of the foregoing
©O000000000000OOODOOOOODOOL



