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Chapter Established March 5, 1978

"Accent on Education”

OFFICERS
Chip Kumparak 408-499-4538 chips@garlic.com
Mike K ooken 925-933-1257 mgkooken@yahoo.com
Jay Taylor 510-522-2409 4nutnut@att.net
Ross Smith 925-820-2180 mainuse@msn.com
Walt Hubrig 925-685-0260 dottiewalt@astound.net
Tom Kochmann 925-228-8436 kochman3@aol.com

DIRECTORS
Gareth Busher  925-686-5983
Roy Holman 510-530-5428 royholman@gmail.com
Jack Coulter 925-284-1031
Dean Thomas  925-455-0929 dno337@att.net
Bob Wahrer 925-462-4912 bob_wahrer @yahoo.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
****Open****
Price Russ 925-937-9231 gpruss@pachell.net
Nile Godfrey 925-449-2127 jng3@aol.com
****Open****
Earl Watrous 510-569-4175 efwatrous@yahoo.com
****Opm****
Sophia Gardner 510-531-7565
Mike K ooken 925-933-1257 mgkooken@yahoo.com

Jay Taylor 510-522-2409 4nutnut@att.net
Jack Coulter 925-284-1031
****Opm****

Tool Library Walt Hubrig 925-685-0260 dottiewalt@astound.net

Meeting Notice

April 11, 2010
Mart 10:30 Meeting 12:30

Grange Hall
743 Diablo Road
Danville

Willard House
and Clock Museum
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Y FINAL RENEWAL REMINDER *
Yr Chapter dues arg25.00. If you have not renewed, pleaﬁi
¢ mail a check payable to “Diablo Valley Chapter 103"¥r
sir Earl Watrous, 4507 St. Andrews Rd., Oakland, CAGB4€}-
If you include a self-addressed, stamped envelgpar
badge will be mailed to you. This will help Earlobgive%,
< us a chance to confirm your contact information. e
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Pruesident’s Message

Aligning Time with the World and Within

Didn’t we all just have a blast changing our cloekead an hour
this past month for Day Light Saving Time? Sincérevall striv-
ing to be clock ‘experts’, we should all know thiere is only
one “S” in “Saving”, & it's at the beginning.

Personally, | have a couple challenges in changiogks during
our bi-annual time changes. First, is that | kesgre than 50
clocks running in my home, and then | wind and resrly that
many weekly again at my Step Mother’s house dueetoarthri-
tis. She still loves to wind the Vienna Regulatorsother clocks
with weights. At her house I've recently decidedttyp get as
many calibrated (without a count meter) as posstbjing to get
as many to chime at the same time as possibleo@se | need a
“master” time piece, | use my 2entury cell phone. | find this
task is especially time consuming, as | need toeanmakteseach
week for every clock — leaving myself a trail for the following
week - to figure out how to make the next adjustmieMVinding
+/- 50 clocks per house takes enough time, buevéwg & writ-
ing notes is quite time consuming.

Two issues on our Chapter LevelThere appears to be enough
interest among sellers to increase the length efMart by an
hour. Therefore, during this month’s meeting wb# asking the
members to vote to “officially” start the Mart a®:80. If so de-
sired by simple majority, then the Chapter’'s Boaalll vote and
likely accept this change. Such is the life withaBis. Also to
make purchasing fair for all Memberge would appreciate All
Non-Selling members to arrive accordingly for entry to the
Hall for theMart at 10:30. Your voluntary cooperation with this
request allows the volunteer staff to safely sdtipes & chairs
for Mart and the meeting, allows the Sellers aneead timely
set up, andvoids a stringent No Early Bird Policy enforcement.
If you're a non-seller & would like to enter befot®:30,please
call me up to Volunteer for mart set-up. Thank§abn Heywood
(1497-1580) we know “many hands makes light work”

Thanks in advance for the enthusiastic cooperation!

Chip

Edita’s Fage

Since the first of the year we have lost two chaptwembers
whose acquaintance | highly valued. Royal Englists whe per-
son who got me started in horology, the NAWCC, #nsl chap-
ter. Our newer members missed something speciabbknow-
ing him. The article on page 7 from an early Butiataptures
something of Royal’s spirit.

Joe Kanter was less visible in the organizatiort, Haifeed me
ideas for theéBulletin and was always active in the December auc-
tions. | purchased several of the pieces he offgrdlde auctions.
They will keep this gentle man in my memory. Jdas contri-
bution to theBulletin was a list of important dates in horology.
The first part of the list appears on page 13.illthee continued in
future issues.

Thanks go to those who contributed material to tbssie. Roy
Holman suggested reprinting Royal’s article on Hitio Steve
Fabes provided the review of Chauncey Jerome’sbhaagmphy.
Earl Watruous found the motorcycle made of watatispa

For those who do not know Steve Fabes, he is acioahapter
member and former editor of this publication. Itswzarticularly
generous of him to contribute to tBelletin while not an active
chapter member. | hope he will see his way to n&gj us.

| concede that the question on page 10 concermeaglt Pont
family does not relate directly to horology, buhbught it was an
interesting follow-up to the question about the déret family in
the December 2009 issue. | wonder if there wereroBfrench
horologists from the time of the Revolution who gwoed multi-
ple generations of notable offspring?

Price



INMEMORIUM

With sadness, we report the deaths of two long-term members of
Chapter 107.

Roya English was a Charter Member of
Chapter 107. Royal introduced many of
our members to clock repair as aresult of
their bringing work to his shop in Walnut
Creek. While he could have taken the
work into the shop, he would often sug- :
gest the customer take his course a the [§%
Acalanes Adult School and do the repairsj
themselves. In turn he introduced his stu- |
dents to the NAWCC and this chapter.

Joe Kanter, a retired dentist, was a long-
time member of Chapter 107. Right up
through the Dec. 2009 luncheon, Joe ac-
tively participated in our auctions as both
a buyer and seller of clocks and watches.
He also contributed ideas for our Bulletin.
Joe is pictured here with one of his pur-
chases at the Dec. 2002 meeting.

Both Roya and Joe were always willing to help where needed
and a pleasure to know. They will be missed. Our deepest sym-

pathy goesto their families.

HORO-ITISCURED
From Bulletin #9, April 1980

A CURE HAS BEEN FOUND FOR HORO-ITIS 11l

At last. Finally, and none too soon there 1s a cure for
horo-itis. In today's world of high stress and taxes,
blood pressures soar, nerves stand right on the razors
edge and the end of every day leads only to a sleepless
night. Take heart, This need not be your days or nights.

Many of us have found great solice in collecting clocks,
only to find more frustration in the time and costs of
getting, and keeping, the treasures running -- well,

Now, every day, for the rest of your life, you can fly
high. Each dawn will be a jewel in your crown. Each
night will be restful and serene. Your clocks 7 They
will greet you as a special friend, each swing of the .
pendulum a wave of greeting and each stroke of the chime
a note of wusic that soothes the soul, '

How can this be? Is this another bottle of snake oil?'
Not 1n the least,just a curefor horo-itis.

Actually, it 1s a series of treatments that start on
April 9th at Del Valle High School Room D-1 and
continues for ten Wednesday nights. It is the
Acalanes Adult Education System course in

Clock Repair.
Fringe benefit -- your spouse will enjoy having you
out of the house for one night a week. Please be on
time. We start at 7:00 pm,

You will learn how to clean, oil, adjust and make some
repair of clock movements. Also, a section on cleaning
and refinishing cases. there are sections on the
mathematics of horology, dials-hands-pendulums, where
to find technical help, how to buy clocks -- and more.
You will be guided through the repair of one of your
own clocks, and that more than pays for the course.

Royal Fnglish



February 2010 M eeting

Photos by Sophia Gardner

Prospective Member

Ross Smith
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Tosh Yumae & Dae Gardner Mart Floor !
Mike Kooken
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BOOK REVIEW

History of the American Clock Business for the Past Sxty Years,
and Life of Chauncey Jerome by Chauncey Jerome.

While we all know well and recognize the many cloc&vement
and case models that Chauncey Jerome produceaf fiesvknow
the man from his own words. This booklet, a merep@ges is
reproduced (with the original spelling errors) fram edition pub-
lished in 1860. As Jerome states it was writtenrwhe was 67,
purely from memory of which he is very proud ansl ihanner
and purpose reads such to correct facts and impnssshat
Jerome felt damaging to himself and his reputatiymart from
some interesting notes at the very end of the lmpoklock main-
tenance, the rear plate pivot holes do not need to be oiled as
they do not attract the same amount of dust and dirt as those in
the front plate under the dial], there is little information about
how he designed clock cases or movements.

Jerome describes his life in the early 1800’s. hheshness of
life, walking through snow, strapping three clodkshis saddle
and riding out on horseback to sell them.

The description of his business acumen, he wadir$teto see

and enter the markets in England and Europe, I @nd pro-

ducing the better clocks at the lower price is guesent. Jerome
was financially ruined in a venture with P.T. Bamuhe details
are not presented but his distress, his surpriseaaguish are
very raw and real. Lastly, he writes about his pairen building

a Congregational church that involved initial cdmitors who

eventually walked away and the building being ocediby the

Baptists.

| concluded that Chauncey Jerome was a very harebsthard
working clock entrepreneur who was very succesdfid. was
cheated out of his wealth by some New York citgksdrs and
lived the rest of his life embittered and puzzlétie book was
Jerome’s attempt to put that right, it does in sgad. A good
read.

Steve Falies

11

Wait. Don't Tell Me!

The article on Cartel clocks in the February ismentioned the
clockmaker Samuel du Pont having famous progenyo Were
they and why are they famous?

Elgin watches are characterized by Model, Gradd, @lass as
well as size, and other descriptors such as numwmibgewels and
style. What is the relationship of model, grade] aelass?

The picture on the right is from tl i--'gé‘j@%ﬁﬁ-ﬁ

Willard House & Clock Museum’s we D

. . . VL 3
page. Where else might you find sir = =\
lar gallery clocks by Simon Willarc ‘_\-*’,, e
By the way, Simon Willard became 3 /
friend of Thomas Jefferson. One ¢ =
imagine that they would have engag 7 .
in some interesting discussions. .'@«

The plastic picks shown below are intended for alense. The
overall length is about 1% inches.
The maximum width of the brush part
(green) is abouts inch. How might
- they be useful in watch or clock
repair?
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OK, Now Tell Me.

Samuel du Pont wanted is son Pierre to follow hgraavatch-
maker, but he did not follow his father's wishefheTable and
ambitious Pierre went on to develop connectionshiwitthe
French court and married into a minor noble famig became
associated with a liberal group in the court detgiddo economic
and agricultural reforms. His writings advocatingd trade and
low tariffs are said to have influenced Adam Snaithong others.
He also participated in a variety of negotiationsluding the
treaty ending the American Revolution. Initially fepported the
French Revolution but narrowly escaped executiornindguthe
Reign of Terror. In 1799 his family relocated te ttnited States
where he originated the idea of the Louisiana RasehHis son,
Eleuthere Irenee, founded E. I. du Pont de Nemaunds Com-

pany.

For a given size, model numbers were assigned saglle to

different plate and movement layouts. Grade refetoethe spe-
cific configuration. All watches of a grade wereemdical. Class
was used to group grades with the same qualityadlspSome
parts catalogs were arranged by class. Others orgemnized by
grade.

The clock on the right from about 18
is in the lobby of the West Wing of tl
White House. A similar one is located
the Old South Church in Boston. Do y
know of others?

“GUM Soft-Picks” are sold for cleaning
between teeth. Their design suggests that
where pipe cleaners would be too large,
“'m"‘“"*” Soft-Picks could be useful for cleaning
inside tubes such as those of cannon pin-
ions and hour wheels. Caveat emptor: This
idea has not been tested. If you try it, pleaggntehe results.

13
IMPORTANT DATESIN HOROLOGY

742 BC.: First recorded mention of the sun dial tifothey may
have been in use as early as 2,000 BC.

300 BC: Toothed wheels for transmission of poweritatted to
Archimedes.

330 AD: Sand glasses known to be in use.

885:  Alfred the Great used candle clocks.

1360:  First mechanical clock constructed ian€e.

1368: Clockmaking in England started.

England’s earliest known public clock installedsatlis-
bury Cathedral. It had no hands but indicated taye
striking the hours.

1490:  Mainspring invented by Peter Hele, onlldm a lock-
smith of Nuremburg. About this time small domestic
table clocks appeared.

1510:  First watch was made about this time

1525:  Jacob the Czech invented the fusee.

1530:  Screws appeared

Joe Fantex
CHAPTER LIBRARIES

BOOK: The Chapter book library is locatedGiassical Clocks
and Antiques, 1086 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. Contddiie
Godfrey (925-449-2127) for more information.

VIDEO: Chapters 107 and 5 share a DVD video library. Con-

tactPrice Russ (925-937-9231) for information.

TOOL: ContactWalt Hubrig (925-685-0260) oPrice Russ
(925-937-9231) for information on the tools andtpavailable
for use by Chapter members.

There is no cost to borrow items from these cadtest

NOTICESFROM MEMBERS

(The Bulletin accepts notices from Chapter membersll items/subjects ho-
rological - wanted, for sale, giveaway, servicesd &0 forth. There is no
charge. All you have to do is supply copy to thiaed



CHAPTER #107 MEETINGS
Second Sunday of the Even Numbered M onths

Mart: 11:30AM
Chapter: 12:30PM
Board: after the Chapter Meseting

Future M eeting Dates

June 13, 2010
October 10, 2010
February 13, 2011

August 8, 2010
December 12, 2010
April 10, 2011

We want to keep our members coming to the chapter
meetings on a regular basis. If you have problems with
transportation to and from meetings, let a director or officer
know so we can help you find a carpool.

Only NAWCC members can participate (buy or sell) in
our Mart. Be prepared to show your current membership
card.

©

Other NAWCC Chapter Meetingsin Northern California
Chapter M eeting Address M eetings
DeAnza Odd Fellows Lodge 2" Sunday
#94 20589 Homestead Rd even months
Cupertino, CA (except April)
M onterey Bay Live Oak Grange Hall 3 Sunday
#70 1900 17th Ave odd months
Santa Cruz, CA
Sacramento Sacramento Garden Center 4" Sunday
#71 3330 McKinley Blvd. odd months
Sacramento, CA
San Francisco Boys and Girls Club 2" Sunday
#5 401 MarinaBlvd. odd months
San Leandro, CA

DIRECTIONSTO CHAPTER MEETINGS
(except August and December)

743 Diablo Road, Danville

Take Interstate 680 to the Diablo Road exit in Danville. Go
east on Diablo Road for 0.6 mile. The Grange Hall will be on
your right. Parking is available in the front and rear. Enter
from the front; i.e., street side. Facing the building from the
street, thereis aramp on the right side for handicap and cart
access.

An ingenious use of watch parts from the web pages of Classic
American Iron.

Clos ng Thought

Timeistoo swift for those who fear,
Too long for thosewho grieve,
Too short for thosewho reoice,
But for those who lovetimeis eternity.

Henry van Dyke (1852-1933)
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