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DIABLO VALLEY  
 

Chapter 107 
National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors 

Chapter Established March 5, 1978 
 

"Accent on Education" 
 

  

OFFICERS 
President  Bob Wahrer 925-462-4912 jbwahrer@pacbell.net  
Vice Pres.  Dale Gardner 510-531-7565  
Vice Pres. Jason Evans  925-376-0654 
Secretary  John Stohr  925-376-6476 jstohr@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer  Walt Hubrig  925-685-0260  dottiewalt@ca.astound.net 
Past Pres.  John Stohr  925-376-6476 jstohr@sbcglobal.net  

 
DIRECTORS 

2003  Tom Armour  510-654-3363  armourtom@aol.com  
2003  Sandy Cuthill  925-686-3144  
2003  Bill Koppel  925-934-9391  wkoppel131@aol.com 
2003-2004 Lois Naye  925-934-4557  lnaye@aol.com  
2003-2004 Jack Coulter  925-284-1031  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Display  ****open**** 
Editor  Price Russ  925-937-9231  gpruss@pacbell.net 
Library  Sandy Cuthill  925-686-3144  
Mart ****open**** 
Membership  Roy Holman  510-530-5428  rholmanjr@juno.com  
Nominating  John Stohr  925-376-6476  jstohr@sbcglobal.net  
Photo  Sophia Gardner  510-531-7565  
Program  Dale Gardner  510-531-7565  
Program  Jason Evans  925-376-0654 
Raffle  Jack Coulter  925-284-1031  
Refreshment Lois Naye 925-934-4557  lnaye@aol.com  
Tool Library  Walt Hubrig   925-685-0260 dottiewalt@ca.astound.net
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Meeting Notices 

JANUARY 2003 
 

No meeting. Happy New Year! 

DECEMBER 14 
11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

 

Annual Holiday Program 
 

Election of Officers 
Luncheon 
Auction 

 

Hungry Hunter Restaurant 
3201 Mount Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 
(Corner Pleasant Hill Rd & Highway 24) 

 
It is very important that you do 3 things: 

Vote 
A Buyer and Seller Be 

Have a Good Time 
 

(If you have not made your reservation, 
contact Walt Hubrig immediately.) 
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President’s Message 
  
Jan and I have just returned from Beijing, China. Even though 
this was a business trip, we were very fortunate to have the 
time and be provided with local guides and transportation to 
visit many of the sights throughout the Beijing area. One of the 
most memorable, was the Clock and Watch Museum located 
in the “Forbidden City”. The museum contains over 150 
clocks which were in the Imperial Palace from the 16th to the 
early 20th century. Clocks made in China, Briton, France, the 
USA and other countries are represented. I will discuss some 
of these clocks in future Bulletins.  
 

Our last meeting with the video on English Bracket Clocks 
went very well. Thanks to John Stohr for obtaining the video 
and to the others that brought clocks for the display. (I must 
apologize, but I lost my list of names.) A video becomes much 
more interesting when there are such fine examples to see up 
close and people to give personal discussions. This portion of 
the program went so well that we did not have time for the sec-
ond part on mainspring sizing. We’ll save this for a later time. 
 

Remember, the next meeting will be our annual Holiday 
Luncheon and Auction. This will again be at the Hungry 
Hunter Restaurant. This auction is the “Real Thing” where you 
can sell your “Good Stuff” and you keep the money. 
 

This is the 150th issue of the Bulletin! This was also the  25th 
year since the beginning of Chapter 107. It is also my last 
“Message from the President”. The chapter has been success-
ful only because of the contribution by everyone, including: 
� The many officers that helped to perform the necessary 

planning and business tasks. 
� The present and past editors of the Bulletin. 
� You, the individual members, that provide the necessary 

support. 
 

Thanks to everyone. 
      Bob Wahrer 
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Editor’s Section  
 

It is an honor and pleasure to be the editor of the 150th issue of 
the Bulletin and to be completing my second year as your edi-
tor. I hope you enjoy this special expanded edition. I want to 
extend my thanks to Roy Holman for lending me his complete 
set of Bulletins. I also want to thank the past editors who con-
tributed their reminiscences.  
 

It has been very interesting and informative reading the old 
issues and selecting material to include here. The big problem 
was deciding what to use from the plethora of good material. I 
strongly recommend you pull out the old issues and review 
them. If you don’t have them, they are available in our excel-
lent library. There are many ways this issue could have been 
organized. I have decided to pick out some “firsts”  and some 
articles from the past without omitting the standard offerings 
of each issue. I apologize to the many authors whose contribu-
tions I could not include. I also apologize for reducing the size 
of some of the text. This was done to fit more in. You may no-
tice that there are more “firsts” from early issues and less ma-
terial from later ones. This is not a reflection on the later edi-
tors or issues. It is hard to have firsts when one comes along 
later. If I have gotten any firsts wrong, let me know. For those 
who want another perspective on chapter history, I recommend 
the 100th issue.  
 

In the early days, the Bulletin was much more of a cooperative 
venture than the ramblings of the editor. Early issues contain 
reports from committee chairs, technical articles  and “tips” 
from members, and an active classified ad section. I hope to 
return to this model. Assuming you keep me as editor, you can 
expect to be asked for copy. Be prepared. 
 
I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous new year. 
Happy Holidays.  
      Price Russ 
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
 

Chapter 107 had its first chartered meeting in April of 1978, 
and at the time we had only flyers to announce our meeting.  
We started out with 34 Charter members which included the 
six founding members.  By the end of that first year, we were 
at 68 members.   
 

By December of 1978, we issued our first newsletter.  Since 
the association was ruled by committee, a newsletter was felt 
to be appropriate to keep the membership informed of Board 
activity. The Newsletter’s other big job was to educate and in-
form, thus the motto, Accent on Education, which later be-
came the official club motto.  The newsletter was patterned 
after the Contra Costa Insurance Woman Association newslet-
ter which was a quarterly publication.   
 

It was decided that the President, Secretary and committee 
chairs should have a space in each issue to report to the mem-
bership. In this way, it was hoped that the newsletter would be 
able to write itself, and anyone taking over the editorship 
would be able to continue with a minimum amount of work. It 
wasn’t as easy in those days as it is now!   (continued on p 24) 

THOUGHTS FROM PREVIOUS EDITORS 

PAST EDITORS 
 

DOROTHEA SANDERSON 1-26 1978 - 1983 
 

SCOTT GRABILL 27-36 1983 - 1985 
 

BOB PROCKNOW 37-64 1985 - 1989 
 

JOHN NORTH 65-78 1989 - 1991 
 

TOM BEALES 79-90 1992 - 1993 
 

STEVE FABES 91-114 1994 - 1997 
 

BILL KOPPEL 115-138 1998 - 2001 
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How time flies. It seems like only yesterday that I published 
the 90th edition of the Bulletin commemorating the 15th anni-
versary of the Diablo Valley Chapter. That was ten years ago, 
back in December 1993. It was eight pages, laid out in a man-
ual cut and paste mode, all in black and white, and assembled, 
addressed and mailed with help from my wife Marcia. Phil and 
Sara Russell were mainstay contributors and provided a con-
stant stream of quality articles.  
 

Now our editor utilizes new tools and computer skills that 
brings the Bulletin into the new millennium with a much more 
innovative layout, digital photo’s in color, and an expanded 
format with almost twice the number of pages. Hats off to 
Price Russ for the great job as our editor and the 25th anniver-
sary edition! 
     Tom Beales 

Like every editor who took over the Bulletin I tried to make 
improvements. Steve Fabes, the previous editor, created the 
Bulletin by physically cutting and pasting pages onto other 
sheets of paper and taking it to a copy company. One of the 
first things I did (and maybe the best thing I did) was to move 
the bulletin into publishing software (Microsoft Publisher). 
This greatly sped up the creation process and allowed me the 
time to focus on other enhancements. A few of the enhance-
ments are listed below. Many are little items that you may not 
have even noticed were the most interesting. 

Added page numbers 
Added the date the chapter was established on the inside 
cover 
Added a page noting all the meeting dates and information 
about other Northern California chapters 
Added pictures from chapter meetings  

The toughest part of the job was getting articles from the mem-
bership. The best compliment I got was when another chapter 
began publishing a bulletin very similar to ours. 
      
     Bill Koppel 
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First Issue:  December 1978 
  First use of chapter logo 
  First use of chapter motto 
 “Accent on Education” 
  First “Tip” 

  First Ad  

Second Issue:  February 1978 
  First reference to good food 

BULLETIN FIRSTS 
The more things change the more they stay the same 
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Second Issue continued 
   
  First reference to a Regional 

 
Third Issue:  April 1979 
  First Blue Cover 
 
Fourth Issue:   June 1979 
  First Historical Article 

For  the rest of  the article consult the original in our library. 
 
Fifth Issue:   August 1979 
  First appearance of a fowl 
 (more on next page) 
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Seventh Issue:   December 1979 
 First picture of a timepiece 
 First typed page numbers 
 First use of the Phantom 
  Turkey as the editor’s 
  pseudonym 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Eighth Issue:   February 1980 
 First of many articles by Phil and Sarah Russell 
   (see page 18) 
   
Thirteenth Issue: December 1980 
 First Issue with 32 pages  
 First of many articles by Dorothy Glenk 
  (see page 20) 
 First publication of chapter by-laws 
 
Fourteenth Issue: February 1981 
 First $15 dues notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixteenth Issue:   June 1981 
 First White Elephant Auction 
 
25th Issue:   December 1981 
 First December auction.  
  (There was a charge to sellers.) 
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26th Issue:   February 1982 
 First time John Stohr’s name appears. He 
   becomes Chair of Nominations 
 
27th Issue:   April 1983 
 First issue with Scott Grabill as editor. Scott  
  notes that his work should be editing not  
  writing. 
 
32nd Issue:   February 1984 
 First issue with only 8 pages  
   (Only a few have been this short.) 
 
37th Issue:   December 1984 
 First issue with Bob Prochnow as editor 
 
40th Issue:   June 1985 
 Second Ugly Clock Contest. (There is no refer-
  ence to the first contest in previous issues.) 
 
42nd Issue:    October 1985 
 First Hological Funnies by Tom Kochmann 
  (see p. 21) 
 
52nd Issue:   June 1987 
 First use of the name “Golden Gate Regional” 
 
53rd Issue:   August 1987 
 First place award to Bob MacIver at the Na- 
  tional for metal cases. 
 
65th Issue:   October 1989 

 First issue with John North as editor 
 First issue with current format on cover 
 First issue with improved  graphics quality 
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67th Issue:    February 1990 
 First issue with directions to meeting  
 
Volume 79:   February 1992 
 First issue with Tom Beales as editor 
 First use of “volume” in place of “issue” 
 First use of computer for type setting 
 
Volume 88:   August 1993 
 Only use of an actual color 
  photographic print 
  (Al James and his clock) 
 

Volume 91:   February 1994 
 First issue with Steve Fa-
  bes as editor.  
 Announcement of Tool 
  Library (possibly the only 
  chapter to have one) 
 
Volume 92:   April 1994 
 First meeting at Acalanes Adult School 
 
Volume 100:    August 1995 
 CENTENIAL EDITION 
 First retrospective look at Chapter history 
 
Volume 107:   October 1996 
 First and only meeting to be canceled 
  (in favor of the GG Regional) 
 
Volume 110:    April 1997 
 First program by a teenager—Patrick Kessler 
 
Volume 114:   December 1997 
 First red Christmas cover 
 First luncheon at Hungry Hunter 
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Volume 115:   February 1998 
 First issue with Bill Koppel as editor 
    
Volume 116:   April 1998 
 First field trip (to Clocksmith in San Carlos) 
 
Volume 119:   October 1998 
 Most recent listing of library books 
  (not a first but useful to know) 
 Donation of material from City College (SF) 
 
Volume 122:   April 1999 
 First photo from a  
  meeting 
 First listing of  email  
  addresses 
 
Volume 124:   August 1999 
 First chapter (jointly with # 5) to acquire video
  tapes from NAWCC for permanent local use  
 
Volume 131:    October 2000 
 First issue to include a photo of 
  the governor. (Yes, really.) 
 
Volume 136:   August 2001 
 First combined picnic and  
  White Elephant Auction. 
 
Volume 139:   February 2002 
 First issue with Price Russ as editor 
 First fully computerized production including 
  scanned photos and  
  printing 
 First routine use of  
  color pictures 
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October 2003 Meeting
Photos by Sophia Gardner.  

John Stohr with token 
dispensing clock  

Earl Watrous and tambour clock  

Jason Evans and Walt Hubrig 

15 

October 2003 Meeting 

President and First Lady 
Wahrer 

Photos by Sophia Gardner.   

Jason Evans and Walt Hubrig  

Tom Armour with 
handsome English 

fusee clock  
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Wait. Don’t                                

Answers to last issue’s questions 
 

The clock with the unusual cone or “beehive” fusees was de-
signed by Aaron Dodd Crane of torsion pendulum fame. It is 
unique in that no one else used the beehive or convex shape. 
“Normally” fusees are concave in shape. Crane’s decision to 
use the convex profile may have had to do with the character-
istics of the long springs used in his year clocks. The shape is 
not the only thing unusual about this clock. Following the lead 
of Brewster, Crane mounted the fusee on the same arbor as the 
spring and mounted the fusee outside the movement. In this 
“American reverse” arrangement the cord is off the fusee when 
the spring is fully wound. For more information see NAWCC 
Supplement 16 (Summer 1987) by Frederick Shelley. 
 
The picture of the men admiring the chronometer was taken on 
February 15, 1944 on the delivery of the first Elgin Marine 
Chronometer for testing by the Naval Observatory. The people  
are Captain Hellweg, Superintendent of the observatory, Dr. 
Urie, Director of Research for Elgin, and Mr. Potter, President 
of Elgin. Hamilton had already delivered over 3000 chronome-
ters by this time of which over half had been accepted. Elgin’s 
effort was as a “second source” to avoid critical shortages. Un-
fortunately of the two dozen chronometers produced by Elgin 
only one was accepted  and that was not until April of 1945 
after considerable adjustment. 
 
The chronometer shown in the final two pictures was built by 
William C. Bond of Boston in 1812. It is the first chronometer 
built in America. As with the Hamiltons and Elgins, this was 
in response to a war - the War of 1812. It is powered by a fal-
ling weight rather than a spring because Bond refused to use 
an English spring. See Whitney’s The Ship’s Chronometer  for 
more information on the history of chronometers. 
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Tell Me!     

New Questions 
 

 

For each of the two clocks 
and calendar shown, answer 
the following questions. 
What is this? What is its 
“claim to fame”? Who in-
vented it? When and where ? 
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February 1980 

19 
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December 1980 

21 

October 1985 
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October 1987 December 1980 

23 

August 1981 
From an article on oils by Royal English 

February 1991 
Conclusion of an article on early American Pocket Watches by 

Larry Bernard 
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THE WOLF HAS NOT POPPED OUT 
 

In Soviet times it was illegal to sell 
vodka before 11:00 AM. When 
someone suggested going for a 
drink, the question would be “Has 
the wolf popped out?”  This expres-
sion came from the fact that on each 
hour an animal pops out of the clock 
on the Moscow Puppet Theater. The 
animal for 11:00 is a wolf. On a re-
cent trip to Moscow, a group of lo-
cal children and I waited in front of 
the theater for the wolf. I was fully 
armed with my camera and prepared to shoot him on sight. 
The hour came, the clock struck, but the wolf did not pop out. 
Not one to let a little thing like that deter me, I waited until 
noon hoping to be able to capture some action. The hour came. 
The hour past. Nothing happened.  I finally gave up. Perhaps 
another day. This was really too bad because after standing in 
the cold for all that time, I could have used a drink.  
      Price Russ  

(HOW IT ALL BEGAN continued from p 6)  
We are well into the computer age and the cut and pasting we 
used to do then, is a thing of the past! …And we have spell 
check!  What a boon that was!  The format has served people 
well over the years, but the problem of copy still exists. I am 
sure your editor would appreciate all the help he can get. No 
item is too small for inclusion if it educates or informs. Those 
who do a lot of reading can help immeasurably by just remem-
bering that you have a fine editor who is waiting !  
 

Incidentally, I am missing issues 2, 6, 12, 14, and 16-23. If 
anyone can copy these for me, I would be grateful. I have cop-
ies of 3-5, and 11 for anyone who is looking for them.   
 

     Dorothea Sanderson   
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NOTICES FROM MEMBERS 
 

(The Bulletin accepts notices from Chapter members for all items/subjects 
horological — wanted, for sale, giveaway, services, and so forth. There is 
no charge. All you have to do is supply copy to the editor.) 
 

Wanted: Price Russ would like to acquire Horological Times 
May 1992 - February 1997. 

TOOL LIBRARY 
 

The following tools are available for loan.......at NO COST!   
 

Contact Walt Hubrig (925-685-0260) for: 
 L&R Ultrasonic Cleaner w/basket 11 3/4” x 9 3/4” x 6” 
  TIMETRAX #160AC Timing machine with beat amplifier 
 Webster Depthing Tool, Unimat Lathe 
 Webster Escape Wheel Tooth Straightener 
 Power Punch ( for end holes in mainsprings etc.) 
  

Contact Price Russ (925-937-9231) for: 
 Electronic watch testers, 
 WW Lathe drawbar tap and die, Bench Micrometer,  

Watch Cleaning Machine, Demagnetizer, and 
 Miscellaneous watch tools and parts 

$             DUES DUE             $ 
 

Chapter dues for 2004 remain unchanged (since 1981) at 
$15.00. This includes your spouse. You may pay at the 
next meeting or mail a check to Roy Holman at 4300 
Everett Ave., Oakland, CA 94602.  Please make checks 
payable to Diablo Valley Chapter 107.  Badges can be 
picked up at any meeting after your payment is received. 
Those not paid after the April meeting will be dropped 
from the mailing list.  
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  Days and Times 
 

Mart   Second Sunday  11:30AM   Even numbered months  
Chapter   Second Sunday   12:30PM   Even numbered months 
Board     Second Sunday   after the Chapter Meeting  
Evening  First Friday        7:30PM     Odd numbered months 
 

Future Meeting Dates 
 

 FRIDAY  SUNDAY & Board
 January - None February 8, 2004 
 March 6, 2004 April 11, 2004 
 May 7, 2004 June 13, 2004 
 July - None  August 8, 2004 
 September—None October 10, 2004  
 November 5, 2004  December 12, 2004 
 
We want to keep our members coming to the chapter meetings 
on a regular basis. If you have problems with transportation to 
and from meetings, let a director or officer know so we can help 
you find a carpool.     

 CHAPTER #107 MEETINGS 

Chapter Meeting Address Meetings 

De Anza 
#94 

Odd Fellows Lodge 
20589 Homestead Rd 
Cupertino, CA 

2nd Sunday 
even months 

(except April) 

Monterey Bay 
#70 

Live Oak Grange Hall 
1900 17th Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 

3rd Sunday 
odd months 

 

Sacramento 
#71 

Sacramento Garden Center 
3330 McKinley Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 

4th Sunday 
odd months 

San Francisco 
#5 

401 Marina Blvd. 
San Leandro, CA 

2nd Sunday 
odd months 

(1st Sunday May) 

Other NAWCC Chapter Meetings in Northern California   
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Sunday Meetings  
(except August and December) 

 

From Oakland - Highway 24 going East 
Take Pleasant Hill Road South exit. 
At light, turn right onto Pleasant Hill Rd.  
At end, turn left on Olympic Blvd. Go 0.9 miles. 
At light, turn right onto Tice Valley Blvd. Go 0.6 miles. 
Turn right into Acalanes Adult Center (1963 Tice Valley Blvd.).  
 

From San Ramon - Highway 680 going North 
Take Olympic Blvd. exit. 
Left on Olympic Blvd. Go 0.9 mile. 
At light, turn left onto Tice Valley Blvd. Go 0.6 miles. 
Turn right into Acalanes Adult Center (1963 Tice Valley Blvd.).  
 

From Benicia - Highway 680 going South 
Take Olympic Blvd. exit. 
Right on Olympic Blvd. Go 0.8 mile. 
At light, turn left onto Tice Valley Blvd. Go 0.6 miles. 
Turn right into Acalanes Adult Center (1963 Tice Valley Blvd.).  
 

Due to our tax exempt status, only NAWCC members can 
participate (buy or sell) in our Mart - be prepared to show a 
current NAWCC membership card. 

Closing Thought (from Issue #9) 
 

 
 

DIRECTIONS TO CHAPTER MEETINGS 


