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© MEETING INFORMATION:

DATE: JUNE 12, 1988

PLACE: Home Federa! Savings & Loan
(Walnut Creek) in
multi-purpose room.

MART SET-UP: 11:30 AM
MART BEGINS: 12:00 NOON

PROGRAM: PANEL DISCUSSION ON
CLOCK REPAIR CONDUCTED
BY ROYAL ENGLISH

MEETING BEGINS: 1:00 PM

DISPLAY THEME: BRING YOUR
PROBLEM CLOCKS,
QUESTIONS, ETC.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: $15.00
NON-MEMEBER DONATION: $1.00
MART: FREE TO CHAPTER MEMBERS

Milky Colored Black Marble Clocks
by Phil Russell

I 'am sure that most of us clock collectors have at one time or
another seen a nice Dlack Marble clock case that has turned a
motliey milky white color. You & ! have wondered if o good paolish or
poultise would restore the sharp black marble color. Wonder no
longer, restoration without grinding Is Impossible because of deep
surface deterloration. The discolorationis not due to salt or
weather exposure In shipment (as | once theught).

The color deterioration is due to sulfuric acid. The marble clock
had been set over the fireplace for years. The acld was formed from
the sulphur smoke from the burning of coal In open fireplaces . The
Lady or mald of the house would use e damp cloth to wipe the dust
from the marble clock and the mante! plece and thus began the acld
formation and the chemical reaction with the marble. Since marble
s o calcite, It reacted with the acld and slowly the clock.case
turned to the motley milky white. Cther acids such as lemon oll,
vinegar, etal causes the same result.

The continuing process of using the damp cloth on the case
actually ‘kills' the marble stone from 1/16° to 1/8* In depth and *
leaves the motley milky white color. Grinding down the marble can
be done, but engraved etchings are lost. The use of common marble |
restorations such as tin oride, pumice powder, varfous poultices wil
have NO EFFECT on restoring the original black marble The outer
surface of the marble has been destroyed and the milky white
texture Is permanently embeded in the marble.

Any information on early Dutch clocks, written
ar verbal and any possible contacts with people

“knecnlad eehle on these clocks.

Roy Holman
230-5428



NOTES FROM THE MAY '88 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 4. Program & Display:

MEETING June: Royal English (Panel Discussion)
August: Baked Goods Fair
Present: Armour, Coulter, Holman, Knauf, McElroy, | Ugly Clock Contest
Okvist, Saville, Stohr October: Karl Kochmann
December: Christmas Pot-Luck
& Auction,
' Hembership: 57 paid up. (Reminder to be sent to )

delir ‘ ’ i i i
e apapd ot b L 5. Rules & Regulations: Policies discussed with copies

to be given to the Membership Chairman &
Secretary. (These will be published in the
August bulletin).

> Treasurer: $3500 Interest Bearing Account.
500 Temporarily in old account.
2,000 Loaned to cover Regional costs.

§6,000 (Assets) 6. Exit Interview letter (on hold for now).

7 Budget: A . . .
) 7. John Muir House Clock: Inquiries working their wa
Expenses: 1987 1988 up to Wash. D.C 9 ¢ 4
Meeting Room 504 44 (Feb.) o g
o0 o I 20 8. Audit of books: ALL CASH exchanges with the
l{?;gffsce ]gg 11 2% Treasurer must be accompanied by written
d . ;
entation.
Bhits 20 50 documenta )
gullfehz o) o0 ey g Set-up & Take-down: Directors Armour, McEIroy, &
ostage (m]Sf" . . Okvist to organize help from the members to be sure
Refreshr:wegtd 1B L the Hall is ready in time for the meeting, and then
Mam‘ng suhtdedl returned to the original condition after the meeting.
pective members 0 145 3
10, Stationary: Supply is low, more should be ordered.
Totals: $1491 $1332 ) 5 y: Supply
THE JULY 11 MEETING IS TO BE HELD AT THE HOME OF
Income:* HC. COX
60 members (Proj.) $875 $900 kL

* Regional not considered in the budget, although a

o . Roy Holman
profit is anticipated.

Secretary T



Golden Gate Western Regional

1 presume yoy have all marked your calendars for our
fegional on September 30,31 & October 1. This is OUR
regional; We are the H0ST Chapter. The co—hosts are Dr.
Stephens and De Anza Chapters. Our major responsibility is
reqistration, chaired by Jean Busher. This will take some
work in the weeks before the regional, but mostly during
the three meeting days. Please plan your schedule/vacation
to allow you to take advantage of a nearby regional and
also to give us a hand at the registration desk. Plan to
attend the banquet, Saturday night. Besides the personal
rewards of the Mart and [ectures, this is our major funcl
raising activity. Even with our free meeting room, dues do
not cover all of our annual expenses. A successful regional
wifl [t us cover our annual deficit, enhance our {ibrary,
and perhaps expand other activities. We only have an
opportunity to host or co-host o regional every 4 years, so
please volunteer when we ask in o couple of months.

Tack

RULES & POLICIES

As noted earlier this year, the executive Committee made a search of all prior
Executive Committee minutes and notes in order to compile, in a single
document, the rules and policies of the Chapter. It should be emphasized that
these are not the By-Laws but the rules that govern the day-to-day operations
5o as to conform to the By-Laws.

The Executive Committee reviewed all the rules & policies, modified some in
accordance with today’s needs or experience, and added a few new ones where
required. It is possible that all prior rules were not found in the search. If
anyone knows of any we missed, please inform Jack Coulter.

In order that the Chapter membership be aware of these rules and policies,
they will be pubtished in the August Bulletin.

Jack Coulter

SIMPLICITY

| want to thank Loren Scanlon (He sells Horological books at our
meetings) for his thoughfuliness In sending me interesting articles
and providing the goinings-on at the other Chapters. Incidentally, |
can't find watch or clock books at the large retall stores.
downtown- keep bringing your books,Loren!

Loren recently sent me a thought provokinh article about the
Big Ben tawer clock in London, England and the simplicity In making
corrections to keep the exact time. is you know, simplicity means
freedom from cemplexity. Big Ben for 130 years has kept good
time, and now within a half second of the atomic clocks. How Is
this done as corrections are needed continually because of the
erratic Earth rotation and the method of time keeping?

as this 'correction’ problem contracted out for extensive and
expensive study? Did @ major manufacturer make a huge &
erpensive machine to solue this difficuit and erratic prablem? Was
this machine so complicated and expensive that it needed Its own
building and would have to be updated and replaced periodically,
and it would not work (at times) . - . T by g
and require numerous workers to operate and malntain it?

“N0"! to all of the aboue, The clock person found that the clock

could be kept within o half-second of atomic clocks by placing or
remouving (as needed) an English penny made before 1971 on the
pendulum. (coln sizes changed in 1971). No multi-million dollar
contract or complicated machine was needed.
Each penny will change the time by 2/5 of a second every 24 hours,
There are two stacks of pennies standind on top of the pendulum.
THIS IS SIMPLICITY AT ITS BEST!

Thanks agaln, Laren for the interesting article.

Phil Russell

]
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The Way to Handle

You must hang this clock to average the sound when you osclllate
a pendulum on both sides. find It Is the right position of this clock.
Push Its lower side on the pillar, after the determination of this
position and the back sideIs plnned on, consequently, it Is fixed,
Thereupon you set right a clock and you must hang up the plumb by
drawing Its left chaln. On the occasion of correcting, you may turn a
long hand freely on both sides by finger.

Tezukagauge & Co., Ltd.; Setagaya, Tokyo

NOLD, If you have followed these EHPLICIT instructions, your ‘Blinking
eye” owl will run perfectiy??

Phil Russell

DISPLAY: 1988 Golden Gate Western Reglonal
“Dob Johnson needs your clocks for a weekend*

Dob, a former President of Chapter #94 (San Jose) has been
appointed Display Chalrman far the upcoming Reglonal, and he wants
your clocks for the Reglonal weekend. They will be displayedin a
separale secured room adjacent to the Mart entrance.

IT you have clocks avallable for display, let Bob know. He promises to
return them!

Write Bob at: Bob Johnson
445 No. 15th Street
San Jose, CA 95112

NOTICE: finyone going to be In Brisbane, Australia Sept. 23-25, 19907

Chapter #104 Is having a Horological conference at the Queensland

museum. If you want more Information and an application blank, call
Jack Caulter,

Why not start gathering up all those tid-bits of information
you have collected over the years and put them into words.
If your not sure of what to say, give me the information and
['ll be happy to put your thoughts into words for you. Let's
make 1988 the best year ever for the Diablo Bulletin.

As always, send the articles. drawings, puzzles, etc to:
Bob Prochnow

435 Laguna Ct.
Livermore, CA 94550

p.s. It is not necessary to type the information.




