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CHAPTER MOTTO: Accent on Iducation

Statements of opinion or fact made by authors of
articles appearing in the Chapter publication are
to be accepted as the author's own; the Chapter
assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or
correctness of any statements of its contributors.
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The ecxecutbive Committee had
the lact meeting! Ve voted on ceveral
changes in proceedure which should help
speed entry to our meetings in addition +to
leasgening the record keeping, This will
nllow evervone to participate in the Mart
aa soon as it opens. Here they are

a buny time at

WMext year, 1981 ’ the Mart will be free.

e will continue the free arrangement

as long as practical. In addition to that,
there will be no "sign up" at the door. Your
membership card will serve as a name tag and we
will provide clear plastic holders with pins.
saves your membership committee the trouble of
writing names of each member prior to each meeting.

This

There will be a change in the refreshement donation
also. Dues will go to $15.00 per member, will
INCLUDE refreshments. Guests will still have

to pay $1.00 which can be paid a year in advance
if they wish at $5.00. No charge for children
under 18 years old. Hopefully this will encourage
a better Mart lessen a burden on committee
volunteers and eliminate most of the red tape.

e also voted to have a silent auction as a
reqular feature of our meetings. More about that
later.

You may know of the Bulletin that was put out by
the Chapter in San Fernando Valley. It had a

wide circulation and has been around for many
years. Sadly, the last issue was it's last. The
Chapter could not stand the expense. Obviously,
your Officers and Directors are determined not to
let that happen to our fine publication. Although
the Editor will tell you I'm her severest critic,
I am proud of our publication and urge you to

keep it healthy by contributing to it.

Our suggestion box had only one suagestion at the
end of our last meeting. The conversational noise
level during the program made it difficult for
some people to hear the discussion. I therfore
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PRESIDENT"S MESSAGE Cont'd

*********************************************************

ask you to refrain from talking to your friends 9ur1ng
the proaram or if the subject matter 1s 'old hat" to
you, please step outside during the program. By the
way, if it is "old hat" we would welcome your sugg-
estion- for more stimulating programs. It is,after
all,your Chanter.

Doris Kroger has asked that we accept her resiqna?ion
fron the Secretary's job for personal reasons. I'm
truly sorry this was necessary for I enjoyed working
with Doris and trust she will feel able to serve us
again soon. Dorothea Sanderson has agreed to save me
the trouble of finding another "volunteer" by fill-
ing out the remainder of Doris® 1280 term,

I'm still dizzy from the Regional last week. What a
marvelous chance for a clock nut to steep himself in
the clock world!!!

See you in October!

John Sanderson
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ATTENTION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE!

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held at
John Coulter's house at 7:30 pm, Tuesday October 28th.
ANY MEMBER, and especially COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN, is
welcome, and indeed urged to come to our next meeting.

He has some respectable clocks that you would enjoy
seeing too! We need all the input we can get! If
you can make it, call John for directions at
254-0746

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Diablo Valley Chapter #107 meeting schedule is the
second Sunday in the months of February, April,
June, August, October and December. The specific dates

remaining in the year are October 12th, and December
14th.

Our December meeting is devoted to election and
“installation of officers, mart, display, possibly

a demonstration, lots of talk about clocks and watches.
The main feature is our "Pot Luck" Tuncheon. It gives

us a chance to show off our best dishes, and sample some
new ones!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS f!llll!] ﬂ

-------

Charles R, Nelasomn
Davia Todhuntlber

MEETING DATE:  Vcbober 121980

Mart set-up: 11:30 to 12:00
Mart Opens: 12:00 Noon

Meeting Begins: 1:00pm

DISPLAY THEME: NOVETLTY CTLOCKS WOT OVER 1
FOOT SQUART

PROGRAM: CTOCK AND MUSTC BOX RESTORAPTON
0 TLONDON.

By: Karl Kochmann

DEMONSTRATION: GLASS CUTTING

By: Royal English

PLACE: Pleasant Hill Community Center
350 Civic Drive
Pleasant Hill, California
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ADVERTISING IN THE BULLETIN IS FREE 70 OUR
CHAPTER MEMBERS. WE WILL ACCEPT ADVERTIS—
ING FROM NAWCC MEMBERS OUTSIDE OUR LOCAT
CHAPTER AT A FEE OF § 5.00 % page, and
$10.00 FOR A FULL PAGE, SEND YOUR ADS . i e i Py ) o e 5,
T0 DIABLO VALLEY CHAPTER #107, BOX 23315, Ty e R
PLEASANT HILL, CALIFORNIA 94523 R o e

John Torth 676-9188
MEMBERSHIP IN OUR CHAPTER IS $10.00 per
YEAR.
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Blick Time Clock ~ there weren't many KKK KoK KKK KK R K KKK KKK

at the regionall $350.
MUSIC Box C. 1850 Key Wind - jewelled -
plays 6 tunes. Original song sheet - nicely

Pasaing Strike skeleton clock (1900 inlaid. %2,100.

Tonel1ah #1025,

John Sanderson 937~6272

Sonora Chimes - Seth Thomas - Has been FREHTAFAXESERRRRRERRE LR

reatored $375.
Silvering Powder one packet 5.

SURFTY SOMEONE HAS SOMETHTNG 7O STT,T,!
John Sanderson QA T=6272

R O e B O B B S

Use your Bulletin for advertising., Our
members have sold or traded by means of
1 this medium, so it is effective and it does
| work!
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WANTS
R S ST R SRV vIVEVIVIVIVIVIVN

Clockwork mechanical dolls and toys!
Karl wWalker 532~0984

*******-X—**********-X—**

"Shop Regulator" case or parts thereof
especially top and/or bottom.

Scott Grabill 825-1984

-X-**-X‘*—)(-*%***%*%*%*****

Someone to veneer a miniature 0.G.

Ginny & Joe Ford 223 3415

**%%**%-X—***-X—**-X—**'X-**-X-

HETP WITH YOUR WANTS!

I will be on the Bast Coast until Mid 1982
50 = if I can help you locate that special
American clock (s), let me know.

e o ¢

David L. Morgan
Box 6078
Bridgewater, Twp.

New Jersey
7108807

-X~-X—*-X--)é*-)(-*-)(—*-)(—-)(—***-)(—*****

I need a Seth Thomas #2 Regular
one wt. American .

or similar

Leon Jaussaud 825-5836

i **************************************************************

| FROM YOUR CHAIRMEN.....
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ELECTION COMMITTEE

This is to remind you that "nominations by petition"

for the election of chapter officers for 1981 must be
in the hands of the Nominating Committee by November

1, 1980.
Secretary, Treasurer and two Directors. Nominations
by petition must be signed by 10% of the membership
(72 members)

oot —————

Jack Coulter

DISPLAY CHAIRMAN

SHOW AND TELL

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TG SHOW OFF SOME OF YOUR GOODIES.
The display for our October meeting will be Novelty
clocks, Iron fronts, Carriage clocks, andy unusual
clocks...The catch is, they can't be over one square
foot! Please be prepared to give a short explanation
of your display!

Joe Ford

‘ A MAN WITH ONE WATCH KNOWS WHAT TIME IT IS. A
4 MAN WITH TWO WATCHES IS NEVER SURE..........

We will elect a President, two Vice-Presidents,
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FROM YOUR CGITATRMEN Cont'd
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DRAWING CHATRMAN

So far the drawing is just on the plus side
of break-even, as planned., If it is to go
on with good prizes, we need two things

PUY PTLENTY OFF TTCKETS
GET GOOD GTITTS DONATED

Ruby Wapner, manapger of Marshall-Swartchild
657 Mission St., San Trancisco, has donated
several nmice books and tools. Those of you
with contacts at other material houses can
heln by asking them to donate. A
Thanks for your support!!t!t! \’
AN

..... ]
John North\\
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LTBRARY CHATRMAN

The Tibrary is really getting some action!!!
Domers for the lasht two meetings are:

Karl Cochmann
Jack Coulter

John Sanderson
Jim MeTlroy

"red Cuthill

Phil Russell

Joe and Ginny Ford
Tolha Sehnell

Foll 1ist of books in the library to be in the
December Bulletin,

See you in October!t!!

Sandy Cuthill
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Mar program this month will be pgiven hy

Karl Kochmann. ¥arl is one of our Charter
Members who hag given mav programs beflore
for chapters all over the area. As a matter
of fact, our Chap Lerta TTRST program was
riven by Karl.

Karl is an expert on Black Torest Clocks

and has written several hookas. HWis hook on
trademarks has become a sltandard reference
hook for collectors, and he hags donated copies
of all This books to our Chapter library.

Karl, your work for our Chapter is very much
appreciated! Thank vou!

T\
red
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Cuthill

M M

MART CHAIRMAN

October Mart theme "Bring a Bargain"!!!!

Everyone comes looking for a bargain so if everyone
brings one more folks will go home with one.
MART TABLES $1.00 (or sections therof pro-rated)

Scott Grabill



Y TTTTTH BASTARD

Webster's Collese Dictionary defines
"hastard" as "illegitimate:irresular or of
agnestionable origing not cenuine; of a
agimilar Iind, but inferior'. T would rather
not call my 1ittle shelf clock "bastard"
bhecangse T don't believe it to be any of

Those thinpgs——---vet, it most certainly does
not qualify as a COTLECTORS TTEM. Mayhe
gsomeday it will————« mayvbhe not, Only TIME

will tell,

Yeboter says "illecitimate" means unlawfull;
not so, myv little orphan clock; dirrecsular
or ol questbionable origin??  The well known
names my small friend has inherited speal
for themselves, Wot genuine, vou say—--
but how can Three famous clocl malers be
anything less! Inferior? 1lNever! To
survive a hundred years of turmoil, disan-
ter and ncar total destruction seeoms far
cuperior to nme,.

This is the story of an old clock, or
rather the atory of three old clocks that
somehow rot Torn apart from their origsinal
beginmings,

What happened to my 1ittle eloeck? How did
it all bepin?  what story lies engrained

in the amooth wood of the Soth Thomas cage?
Uhat tales of adventure conld the Wew
Haven worlks tell us? VWhat phoots are hidden
in the rons of B, Ineraham & Co.?

A himdred years apo, the heart of my clock,
the Wew TTaven movement, wns new, Tt left
the faeotory in MWew Taven with itt's own
shinw cnre and pong, and took it's place
m n chelfT in A home filled with warmbh
and love and happy children,

Wot far avay in Thomaston, a clock case,
not unlilte many others, left the Seth

) D

MY TITTIE BASTARD.,...Cont'd

Thomags factory Titted with it's ovmn
movement and gonay a beantifil cane of
rosewood venecer, admired and bourht by a
farmer who placed it proudls on hig montel
for a1l to see and hear and enjov.

About the same period of time, another clock
wan being made in DBristol by T. Tnpgraham &
Co. with a very cimilar case and movement
and a wonderful sownding rsong: almont like
the sound of weddine bella. That acound won
the hearts of a youns couple travelines to

a new l1ife in a mew state.

Mow, the Wew Haven works survived a hundred
vears of wear and tear, but alas, the schiny
new caase was degtined for disaster. Can
you picture a small boy, his curiosity
getting the best of him, stonding on a
chair to reach the clock on the chel f-——-
not qguite tall encurh yet---reachinr———reach-
ing==then--CRASH!  Well, Father said it
could be repaired; in fact, he found the
wmovement a£ill in runmine conditlion, but

the case would need much gluine and re-
finishinpg, "Put it away Ffor now," he anid,
"T will fix it Jater." And so it waa
placed in a drawer, later shoved in n
cloget and then relepated to the attic.

With the passing of time, the caae wan
finally thrown away, with the gonpg still
attached to the backhoard. BDubt come how
that works was saved throurh the penerations
until it ecame in'o the hands of someone

who cared-—-—womeone who Tilked to fiv ald
cloclky,

The 1ittle Seth Thomns clock sat on the
farmert's mantel for many vears and Tound

a dunl purpose in itt's lifetime, T
beecame——of 211 things---a hidine place;
firat Tor smwall coins hidden by the farmer's
wife Tor birthdays and Christmas; then

come paner money, which beean to hinder ite
workas, ctorning the pendulum and bendines the

iy £ .



MY TTTINR BASTARD, ... .Conttd

Carefullyv and with great precinion, the
clock man eleaned and repaired the Wew
Taven movement so it was shiny and accurate,
The . Tnoraham gong was placed in the Seth
Thomas cnae and the wood veneer cleaned

and polished '£ill it looked like new.
mvervthineg fit so perfectly--—even to the
wind holes in the happy new face., He was
vary nroud, When someone rebuilds one
hiundred vears of useful 1ife into a product,
thew hnve a richt to be proud. Yes, the
clockmalor was very prond--—-and very noor.
tieh an he wanted Lo keep his labor of
love, he Tinally sold it to a mmall antique
shon, tucked away on an unsightly = treet

in a amall Ohio town.

There T found it, sitting in a pgloomy corner,
covered with dust, a lonely aspider spinning
hin web from one corner arainat the wall,

Tt waaon't running but the shop keeper
aarmrad me it would., Te wound it, started
the nendulum to swingineg and turned the
}'\”Hf],;‘f to atrilke the hour. That lovely
aomd-~-01d, bul clear and melodious, a
1ittle and and a little wysteriouns. T
woanderrd around the shop but kept returning
to the l1ittle eleek. The brown, Tlaking
naner incide snid Seth Thomaa alricht, but
comrthine different was on the pong, T
turned it to the lichb——-there it wao:

. Tnoraham & Co, A morriase!l T chould
hnve Irmowm., Too Rad, T vmlled over a fow
mors items in the shop and atarted to leave,
when that snd, old sound struck the half
hour. There wngs no hegitation; only a

amall amount of barcaining and the clock

wat mine,
hew we pot home, my clock and T, it wos
clonr to agee a very Tine Tiniah lay nunder
the coat of duat,. nlv when my huabhand
evamined the movement did we find it Lo be
vhoat T Tondly eall MY T,TTPTE BASTARD,

—

MY LITTLE BASTARD....Cont'd

coil., Tt was handed down from father to
son—--son to daughter~— farmhluse to farm-
house. But other clocks cawme into +this
family, morec elaborate clocks that showed
the procperity of each generation, and the
little mantel clock did not (and was not
oxpected to) run anymore. Tnotend, it
became a very safe place not only for money
bul, receints, documents, and even love
letters, Tt was only natural that sooner
or later the works were removed and thrown
awayv, giving more room Tor the papers otored
behind its door. The Tace became bhent

and dirty and finally discarded; a picture
wan pasted on the glass to hide the secrets
within, After many years passcd, there
were no more papers or moneyv or Tarmhouses;
only an empty clock case, that eventunlly
Tound ita' vay to the same Jloving hands
that cared for the NWew Haven movement.

That 1ittle ¥, Tngraham & Co. clock suffered
trapedy too, as it moved across the plains
and mountaing with the happy young couple.
It made its' home with them in a new land
and was loved mostly for itas' lovely sound
~—=1until the fire that demolished the happy
home and the beauvtiful clock, Tn the ashes
they found a piece of the backboard with the
cong atill attached---a 1ittle gscovched, but
gtill in one piece, And because it had bheen
part of asuch a happy sound, the young wife
kept it, often telling her children of that
first clock; and they told their children
as the gonp was vagsed on Lo them, each add-
ing a little more warmth and love to the
astory of the clock with the beautiful sound.
Time, however, can silence may memories and
many stories. So it was Lo be forgotten;
the rusty gong at last tossed into a bov of
toola, bolts and nuts and sold at a Tlea
market—-——and boucht by that same comeone who
cared,

T B



MY TITTTR BASTARD......Cont'd

Mecdlesas to say my spousne lanrched long
and heartily at me Tor buying such an
outcast.

Bul he doesn't 1anch anvmore wher he hears
the comatant, cven tick and the regular,
alwayve on time, strike. THe doesn't lausgh
when he tells friends how well it rimg and
points out the beauty of its' case. Ve
hoth love it and it lools warm and happy
sittine om ita' ovm little chelf arain for
all to see and admire,

Y TTTPTTH BASTARD han finally earncd a
pocition of respect, honefully for the next
hmdred vearas, Somewhere, ther will always
be A mante] , a table or a chelf for this
Tittle offaspring of a very unique trinple
marriage.

Vireinia Tord
PSS My eloek is for real, but its' history
ia alriectly a Tigment of my imagination.
tfhen it comes ho ¢l ocks, T am a true sent-
imentaliat, TPerhaps other members feel
the same vay,

V. T,

W T N W
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TIC FEVER

Bthics and esthetics of cloclk re-
storing. That's a tricky subject and I
don®t mean maybe. How many times have
you looked at a clock and thought "1t
doesn't seem right"?

And in today's world you were pro-
bably correct; it wasn't right. Ivery-
where one looks there are marriages,
patchwork "restorations®™, fakes and re-
productions not labeled as such.

The ethics of restoration say to me
that a restoration should be just that -
restoring to as near original as possible.
A restoration should be labeled as such,
and by that I mean written in ink or
carved into the case. ¥#hat is restoration
anyway and what is faking? As one author
says, "Building a new drawer front for
an antigue chest is legitimate restoration.
But building a new antigue chest for an
old drawer front is not." How about
building a new clock and case for a fine
0old pair of hands?

No, there are limits beyond which
we should not go. Some authorities are
purists. They say we should use the o0ld
hot hide glue to be authentic. And in a
sense they are right; a museum piece
should be so treated. But I have a hard
time accepting that degree of purism
for the average clock. So does it boil
down to keeping the very valuable and
rare clock all original and not worrying
too much about lesser specimens? 1 sure
don't have all the answers.

-17-



Since I used esthetics in the title,
I had better say something on it. I
hate to see over-restoration to the
point that a clock looks new. TFarticularly,
1 dislike replacement of honest old
dials worn with age, brass polished like
the day it was made and wood with no
patina. 1 would much rather sec 2
cracked original glass than a replacement
and a new reproduction paper glued in
seems dishonest as well as unsightly.
Too much perfection in an antique malkeg
me uncom{ortable.

WWhat are your ideas on restoration?
Let me know briefly in writing and one
of these days I'11 »ut together another
TICK FEVER with your input.

Good Collecting, !

) A % %
Y \ H
'.

THE MARINE CHRONOMETER MAN....PART III

While still experimenting with H-3, Harrison commenced
constructing, or causing to be constructed, two watches,
and so informed the Board of Longitude. The first

is known as the Jeffry's watch and was a small pocket
watch. Jeffreys, who did the actual constructionm had
an apprentice named Larcum Kendall(later to figure
prominently in the Marine Chronometer story). The
second was a very large watch eventually known as

H-4 (see illustration). Harrison appealed to the
board in 1757, stating that H-3 was finished, but his
work on it had prevented him from conpleting the
watches due to lack of funds. The board allowed H-3 to
remain in Harrison's care "for further adjustment",
and awarded him L 1,500 for further work. Harrison

was always short of money and did try fund raising
methods other than "begging" from the Board. At one
point, hearing of a L50 prize to be given at a local
fair for the invention of the best hand operated

corn milling machine, he invented one and entered the
contest. He reports,...."He worked it too hard and

it broke and was rejected".

Three years later, out of funds, Harrison again appealed
to the Board of Longitude, stating that H-3 was ready
for the West Indies test. He added, however, that

the voyage should be postponed until after winter so

he could perfect H-4's temperature compensation (Tow
confidence level in H-3 ?). He needed the greater

range of heat and cold in the winter to do so. Then,

he suggested, H-3 and H-4 could both be tested; he
lastly asked for and received another L 500.

The Commissioners agreed to the test, and stipulated
that William Harrison, John's son, should take H-3 to
Portsmouth and there await instructions regarding
another ship on which he should sail to the West Indies.
Meanwhile John would remain in London putting the
finishing touches on H-4 and join his son in Portsmouth.
William would conduct the test as John was then 67 years
old. William sailed for Portsmouth and waited...and
waited. The promised instructions for the test did not
come. It seems that in the first 25 years of its
existence, the Board had no clerical help to organize its
paperwork and being a volunteer group, each member with

o o



THE MARINE CHRONOMETER MAW - Cont'd

his own business to conduct, things were in a sorry

state. That is why the following item appears in their

minutes in 1762:
"...that all the Minutes and Papers since the first
appointment of Commissioners of the Longitude to the
present day, are in great disorder and confusion,
there never having been any person appointed to take
charge of the same. And it being of great consiquence
that the said Minutes and Papers should be forthwith
digested and put into the best method their present
disordered state will admit of. And for the future
some fit person should be appointed to them at their
meetings to take minutes, write letters and transact
such other business as may occur."

You can imagine the Harrisons' state after William's
fruitless stay in Portsmouth (at his hown expense).

Finally, the Royal Society furnished a plan which was
adopted by the Board of Longitude:

1. The timekeepers would be set prior to sailing.

2. Witnesses would be present whenever the time-
pieces were wound during the voyage.

3. An astronomer would go along to determine
Tocal time in Jamaica when they arrived.

Difficulty arose from the start. Upon arrival, the
astronomer could not take a reading due to weather
conditions, and they were told that they could not sail
back to England for 6 months. (in all probability the war
with Spain had something to do with the captain's
instructions). Never-the-less, the astronomer set

up his equipment and took as satisfactory a reading

of the sun as was possible. It was a good thing he
did. That evening the plans changed and they were
told that they could sail for England in two days

if they were ready. Faced with the choice of two

days or six months in Jamaica, they decided to rely

on the data obtainable in the next two days. Alas,
weather prevented any reading of the sun the next

day, and on the following day, they sailed.




THE MARINE CHRONOMETER MAN.......Cont'd

The return voyage was miserable. William reports,

"We had the most Turbolent voyage hame that was
possible...it was the greatest marvel in the world that
it (H-4) kept going at all...it received such shocks
from the breaking of the waves under the counter, that
it was just as if I had taken the box in my hand and
thrown it from one side of the Cabbin to the other".
Water was a problem too, he says, "...He had no other
method but to keep a blanket about it and when it had
imbibed so much water that he could with his hand
squeeze it out...he replaced the Box in another and
had at times no other method to get these blankets

dry again but by covering himself in them..."

And a1l this on top of sea sickness!!!!1!! To be
continued.

End of Part III

John Sanderson

Folks, remember that the Suggestion Box is
for your benefit. It appears at every
meeting for your use so that you can be
heard at our Executive Committee meetings.
The suggestions from the box are always
discussed, and a report made in the Bulletin
or announced at the next meeting.
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Clock Dials---=Shellack, then Deft. After
it drys—==Ffine steel wool it to give a
non pgloss finish.

Scott Mampton
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We Can't have hints unless vou submit them!!
Write it down now and give it to me at the
meeting,

Don't stop at hints. Write vour wants,

for sales, and your questions. That is what
makes your Bulletin of valuve to vou and to
others!. “

LR R R R T O S O
FProm the Secretary......

Most of the items discussed in the last
Executive Board meeting were covered in vour
President's Message. The only two pointﬁ

I found in reviewing my "hen scratching" was
to let you all know that our chapter did con-
tribute to the door prizes at the recent
regional in San Mateo (Those who didn't [24e}
should have!),

The second point is the revision of the hv-
laws. Gareth Busher is the chairman of
that temporary committee and he reported
that he is ready for presentation 1o the
Iixecutive Board at the next meeting of that
august body. When approved, covpies will

be available to the membership at larpe.

Dorothen
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EDITORS CORNER
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EDTTOR'S CORNER

Tt is with regret that T heard that the VATLEY
Repgulator has ceased to exist. The reason
given was expense., I ”poke to the Vice
Preaident of tha apter at the Regional

in San Jose and found that they were sending
out more that 2,000 copies of the publication
mach of it fr 1 thot there were other
factors, this was the major one. WNeedless to
aayv, we in Chapter 107 do not send out "free"
Bulletine quently.  OCCASTONAT we aend
one to a proaspective NEW momhn , and we have
sent one to heads of Western Chapters (although
T have recently decided why the head, why not
a member at random). We do all the cuttlnﬁ
pasting, and collating oursclves, and we
should otay healthy. T believe we are now

the onlv West Coast Publication!

We MAY have a new column, but T will wisely
T for the Tirst article from the east
bofore T tell you who it is!

Tor the information of "would bhe" contributors,
T rarely cha > ITNG in an article which
has been submitted to me, maybe a glaring
apelling misteak or put in a comma here and
there, but change, NO! T have had my own
artiecles changed so that they don't make sense
anymore, o don't fear that it will be printed
differently than it was submitted!

With hopes for a long and healthy publication!

DOROTHEA




