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NEXT MEETING – July 20, 2019 

Edmond Town Hall, 45 Main Street, Newtown, CT, 8:30 AM. Table holders may set 

up at 8:00 AM. Please do not come before 8:30 if you do not have a table. Must be 

member of NAWCC (or guest) to attend. 

The usual refreshments of pastries, bagels, fresh fruit and beverages will be served. 

Click here for directions. 

Chapter 148 meets on the 3rd Saturday of odd months. 

January, March, May, July, September and November 

 
 

Chapter 148 Highlights for Meeting Held on May 18, 2019 

By Mary Jane Dapkus 

 

 Chapter 148 (CT) met on the truly lovely Spring Saturday morning of May 18, 

2019. Members extended their hearty congratulations to Jeff Bergman (NY) on his 

45th anniversary of continuous NAWCC membership, and to Jerry Maltz (NY) for 

receiving an NAWCC Fellow Award. As a follow-up to our last meeting's 

presentation topic, Chris Brooks (CT) reported data on an electric ship's bell clock.  
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Chris Corveleyn (NJ) described an interesting exhibit illustrating various art 

forms incorporated in early 19th century American clocks, together with examples of 

clocks, tools, materials, and supplies used in producing the art. Also featured in the 

exhibit are a number of NAWCC publications providing educational information for 

restoring such artwork. The idea for the exhibit, one of an annual series organized and 

constructed by NAWCC New Jersey Chapter 25, sprang in part from the Somerset 

County (NJ) Public Library system's offer of exhibit space in its facilities. Chapter 

25's present exhibit on horological art, which runs through the end of May 2019, has 

the added benefit of being a great way to spread the word about our organization.  

Our guest speaker was Brad Zambruski, a 

former professional tool maker and a lifelong resident 

of Cheshire, CT. The topic of Brad's presentation was 

the rather obscure and short-lived Cheshire [CT] 

Watch Co.  Little has been written about this firm, 

which was active between 1883 and 1890. Its founders, 

George J. Capewell and Arthur E. Hotchkiss, invested 

about $100,000 to start the business. By the spring of 

1884, the company had 

hired D. A. Buck, best 

known for designing the 

“Waterbury Long-Wind” 

pocket watch, to design its 

own watches, and to superintend its factory. The Cheshire 

Watch Co. introduced its first watches in April 1885.  

 George Capewell left the firm in 1886, and was 

replaced by one John Pearce. Capewell went on to found 

the Capewell Horse Nail Co., whose factory still stands in 

Hartford, CT. 

 Notorious for the poor quality of its products, the 

Cheshire Watch Co. proceeded to produce a total of four 

pocket watch movement models. Only the third (and 

most common) model fit in standard 18-size cases. The 

rest were unique sizes for which the firm made its own 

cases.  

 By 1888, the Cheshire Watch Co. was reportedly 

producing movements at a rate of 150 per day. Total  

 



production over the firm's existence seems to have been about 90,000 watches. It 

entered receivership in 1890. Subsequently, Cheshire Watch Co.'s tools and 

machinery were purchased by O.E. Bell, who removed it to Appleton, WI, forming a 

similarly short-lived firm known as the Appleton Watch Co. 

 Ten or so years later, the Cheshire Watch Co. factory was purchased by 

Cheshire Academy, which institution 

occupied the building until the 1970s. In 

1976, the building changed hands again, 

and was transformed into The Watch 

Factory Shoppes, a cozy retail mall. 

Although a fire damaged a portion of the 

building in 2003, much of it was spared and 

remains in active use to the present day. 

Brad's entertaining presentation included a 

number of rare photographs, 

advertisements, company papers, as well as 

examples of ice tongs and tack hammers produced by the Capewell Horse Nail Co. 

Brad graciously continued to converse with members of the audience long after the 

presentation concluded. 

 Many thanks are due to Brad for bringing us his wonderful presentation; to our 

chapter officers, Al and Cheryl Comen, for their thoughtful hospitality, to our 

volunteers Don and Carol Montory, and David Ewbank, who worked very hard 

behind-the-scenes to ensure that the meeting went off without a hitch; and to Chris 

Corveleyn and Cheryl Comen for providing photographs to accompany these 

highlights. Many thanks are also due to our intrepid  tableholders for their tireless 

efforts to find exciting new items to bring to offer at our Mart.  

--M.J. 

* * * 

 


